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The  Browns 
of 

Stevens  Point 


c)Ot)  A 


Rhinelander 


First  G  kxkratiox 


"1  he  first  of  the  line  was  ( i )  Rev.  Ghad  Brown,  who 

came  from  England  to  Massachusetts  in  1638  and  settled 

in  Boston.  Elis  views  did  not  accord  with  those  prcvail- 

ing  in  New  England  and  he  moved  on  to  Providence, 

Rhode  Island,  where  he  became  one  of  the  outstanding 

leaders  ol  the  new  Baptist  faith.  It  is  probable  that  he 

and  William  A\  ickenden,  Gregory  Dexter,  and  Thomas 

Olney  were  coordinate  elders  of  the  Providence  Church. 

Some  authority  says  he  was  its  first  settled  minister.  The 

¥  ¥ 

outstanding  work  on  the  Baptist  Church,  k‘A  1  listory  of 
the  Baptist  Churches  in  the  United  States,”  by  Albert 
Henry  Newman,  has  this  to  say  of  him,  page  94: 

Chad  Brown  was  probably  of  more  importance  to 
the  Baptist  cause  in  Providence  than  cither  of  the  leaders 
previously  noticed.  J  he  fact  that  he  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  four  Brown  brothers  who  in  the  eighteenth  century 
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contributed  so  largely  of  their  time  and  their  means  to 
the  advancement  of  the  Baptist  cause  in  Providence,  and 
who  crave  their  substance  and  their  name  to  what  was 
formerly  Rhode  Island  College,  has  tended  to  keep  his 
memory  fragrant.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Providence,  being  the  first  of  those  admitted  to  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  property  and  rights  of  the  community  after 
the  original  thirteen.  Like  most  of  the  Providence  men, 
he  had  left  Massachusetts  for  conscience  sake.  Probably 
as  early  as  1642  he  was  among  the  leaders  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  associated  with  Wickenden  and  Dex¬ 
ter  in  contending  for  the  imposition  of  hands.  He  was 
among  the  four  citizens  chosen  in  1640  to  form  a  govern¬ 
ment.  He  had  much  to  do  with  determining  the  bounds 
of  the  lands  of  the  colony,  and  his  efforts  in  this  direction 
were  regarded  as  highly  beneficent.  Roger  Williams 
wrote  of  him  in  1669  as  ‘that  noble  spirit,  now  with  God, 
Chad  Brown/  According  to  Dr.  R.  A.  Guild  (d.  1899) 
a  high  authority  on  Providence  history,  ‘his  death  was 
regarded  by  the  colonists  as  a  public  calamity,  for  he 
had  been  the  successful  arbitrator  of  many  differences, 
and  had  won  the  not  unenviable  reputation  of  being  a 
peacemaker.’  He  died  about  1665.” 

His  son  was  Daniel  Brown. 

Sf.CON  1  >  G  I  N  E  RATION 

(2)  Daniel  Brown,  who  married  Alice  Ilearndon  in 
1669  and  died  Sept.  29,  1710.  His  son  was 
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Third  Generation 

(3)  Hosanna  Brown,  who  married  Mary  Hawkins  and 
moved  to  Gloucester,  R.  I.  Their  children  were 

(4)  Mary  Brown,  m.  Daniel  Burlingame. 

(5)  Col.  Othniel  Brown,  wife  unknown. 

(6)  Daniel,  m.  Mary  Sprague. 

Fourth  Generation 

(5)  Col.  Othniel  Brown,  wife  unknown.  Their  only 
child  was 

(7)  Col.  Chad  Brown,  b. - ,  d.  1814.  He  mar¬ 

ried  Zeriah  Evans  July  19,  1749.  He  was 
deputy  of  the  town  of  Gloucester  in  1776 
and  Colonel  in  1777  (then  called  Field  Offi¬ 
cer)  for  the  Province  from  the  County  of 
Providence.  In  1780  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  raise  soldiers  from  Gloucester, 
Rhode  Island,  to  cooperate  with  the  French 
in  repelling  the  English  from  Rhode  Island, 
d  he  Chad  Brown  Memorial  Paper,  an  old 
document,  says  that  his  wife  died  Sept.  17, 
1841,  but  the  figures  are  doubtless  transposed 
and  the  date  is  probably  1814  or  earlier.  It  is 
there  stated  that  her  age  was  90  and  that  he 
died  two  days  afterward,  aired  8s.  Both  were 

buried  in  Harmony  Cemetery,  Town  of 

^  ¥ 

Gloucester,  Rhode  Island. 
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F I  III  I  G  E  X  E RAT  1  OX 

(7)  Col.  Chad  Brown,  b. - ,  died  1814. 

m.  July  19,  1749  to 
Zeriah  Evans,  b.  — — ,  d.  1814. 

Their  children,  born  in  Gloucester,  R.  L,  were 

(8)  Ezekiel,  b.  Oct.  n,  1 749- 

(9)  Esek,  b.  Nov.  1,  1754. 

(10)  Thankful,  b.  Jan.  13,  1757. 

(n)  Othniek  b.  April  20,  1759. 

(12)  David,  b.  Sept.  4.  1761. 

(13)  Zcroiah,  b.  Feb.  22,  1765. 

Sixth  Generation 

(11)  Othniel  Brown,  b.  April  20,  1759  (not  in  the 
Rhinelander  line.) 

in.  Feb.  10,  1788,  to 
Sibyl  Olney,  b.  Aug.  17,  1759. 

Their  children: 

(14)  Olney,  b.  Nov.  4,  1788. 

(15)  Mary,  b.  Aug.  1,  1790. 

(16)  Abigail,  b.  April  18,  1792. 

(17)  David,  b.  March  13,  1793. 

( 1  8)  Chad,  b.  Jan.  8,  1  795. 

(19)  Othniel,  b.  April  1,  1796. 

(20)  John,  b.  Sept.  12,  1798. 

(21)  Isaac,  b.  May  24,  1801. 

111.  second,  Nov.  3,  1829,  to 
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Nancy  Lyon. 

Their  children: 

(22)  Nancy,  b.  Sept.  2,  1830. 

(23)  John  Adams,  b.  Oct.  22,  1831. 

(24)  Martha  Jane,  b.  May  3,  1833,  m* 

- Hollister,  d.  East  Hartford, 

Conn. 

(12)  David  Brown,  b.  Sept.  4,  1761,  Gloucester,  R.  1. 

m.  - to 

Abigail  Dexter,  b. _ 

Their  children  were: 

(25)  Edward  Dexter,  b.  1785,  d.  1S05. 

(26)  Obadiah,  b.  1787. 

(27)  Esther,  b.  1789,  111.  -  Ferry,  2nd 

Ase  Foot. 

(28)  Betsey,  b.  April  19,  1791,  m.  Preston 
Armour. 

(29)  William,  b.  1793. 

(30)  Othniel,  b.  Oct.  13,  1795,  d.  Jan.  5,  1880. 
Peterboro,  N.  Y. 

(31)  Myranda,  b.  1800  or  1797,  111.  James 
Corning  (or  Cowing.) 

S 1; v  1: nth  G en e ration 

(30)  Othniel  Brow  n,  b.  Oct.  13,  1795,  d.  Jan.  5,  1880, 
Peterboro,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y. 

m.  March  15,  1820,  to 

Hannah  Elting,  1).  July  20,  1796,  d.  Oct.  7,  1868. 
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Their  children,  born  near  Peterboro,  N.  Y.: 

(32)  Emmeline,  b.  March  17,  1821,  d.  Dec. 
17,  1890,  unmarried. 

(33)  Annette,  b.  May  28,  1823,  d.  May  9, 
1908. 

(34)  Edward  Dexter,  b.  June  14,  1824,  d. 
April  24,  1898. 

(35)  Everett,  b.  March  18,  1826,  d.  Dec.  17, 
1908,  a  bachelor. 

(36)  Wesley,  b.  June  7,  1828,  d.  April  7,  1905. 

(37)  Othniel,  Jr.,  b.  Sept.  10,  1833. 

(38)  Helen,  b.  Oct.  22,  1840,  d.  Dec.  5,  1912, 
unmarried. 

Eighth  Generation 

(34)  Edward  Dexter  Brown,  b.  June  14,  1824,  Oneida 
County,  X.  \  .,  d.  April  24,  1898,  Rhinelander,  W  is. 

m.  Feb.  21,  1849,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

Helen  Margaret  Anderson,  b.  April  15,  1830,  d. 
March  23,  1888,  Stevens  Point,  Wis. 

Their  children: 

(39)  Anderson  Wesley,  b.  Nov.  27,  1849,  d. 
April  25.  1923,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(40)  Webster  Everett,  b.  July  15,  1851,  d. 
Dec.  14,  1929,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(41)  Frank,  b.  Jan.  16,  1853,  d.  Jan.  26,  1858. 

(42)  Emma  Arvilla,  b.  Nov.  28,  1855,  d 
March  17,  1869. 
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(43) 

Edward 

Othniel,  b.  M; 

arch 

16, 

1859. 

,  cl. 

Oct.  12, 

*935- 

(44) 

Florence 

Helen,  b.  March  : 

1861. 

(45) 

Hannah 

Isabel,  b.  Sept. 

3'  1 

863 

.  d.  July 

10,  1941 

(46) 

Ada  May,  b.  May  20, 

m  4  * 

1866. 

d. 

July 

20, 

1941. 

(47) 

Eva  Lucy,  b.  Jan.  25, 

1868, 

d. 

Nov. 

■  2, 

1869. 

4E 

00 

W  alter  Dexter,  b.  Sept. 

26,  1 

869 

.  d.  Oct. 

7,  i960. 

(49) 

Helen  Lucy,  b.  Sept.  3, 

1 875 

,  d. 

Oct. 

1928. 


Edward  Dexter  Brown  came  west  from  New  York 
in  1846  and  bought  a  farm  of  120  acres  of  Government 
land  near  Lake  Mills,  Wisconsin.  He  remained  here  for 
a  year  working  as  a  farmer  and  carpenter  and  then  sold 
his  farm  and  returned  to  Peterboro,  New  York,  near 
which  he  and  his  brother,  Everett  bought  a  fine  farm  on 
which  they  resided  till  1857.  The  two  brothers  brought 
their  farm  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  by  the  then 
unusual  methods  of  crop  rotation  so  that  it  became  the 
show  place  of  the  community.  Then  his  brother-in-law, 
I  homas  \\  esley  Anderson,  who  had  settled  at  Stevens 
Point,  W  isconsin,  called  for  aid  and  Edward  Dexter 
Brown  sold  his  farm  and  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
and  the  profits  of  his  farming,  which  had  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  a  sum  totalling  about  $15,000,  went  to  Stevens 
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Point  and  built  a  lumber  mill  near  Plover,  Wis.  From 
this  mill  he  sent  rafts  of  lumber  down  the  Wisconsin 
River  and  the  Mississippi  River  to  market  at  St.  Louis 
and  other  points.  These  operations  began  about  1861 
and  lasted  for  twenty  years.  Mis  reputation  was  such 
that  when  his  lumber  rafts  were  sold  the  buyers  took 
them  without  tearing  them  down  for  inspection,  as  was 
done  in  the  case  of  many  lumbermen.  He  moyed  to 
Rhinelander  in  1894,  where  he  died. 

(36)  Wesley  Brown,  b.  June  7,  1828,  d.  April  7,  1905. 

m. 

Mary  Anthony,  b. - ,  d.  Oct.  2,  1867. 

Their  children: 

(50)  Lizzie,  died  single. 

(51)  Wayne,  m.  Lonie  Thompson,  Rhine¬ 
lander. 

(37)  Othnicl  Brown.  Jr.,  b.  Sept.  10,  1833. 

m. 

Martha  Ann  Mc\\  illiams. 

Their  children: 

(52)  Mabel  C.,  b.  Sept.  14,  1860,  Smithfield, 
N.  V.  d.  J  an.  5,  1941,  Denver,  Colo. 

(53)  Everett  Wilson,  b.  Oct.  15,  1863,  Smith- 
field,  X.  \  .,  d.  June  13,  1947,  m.  Oct. 
15,  1896,  to  Cecile  McMorrow,  Chicago, 
Ilk,  no  children.  She  died  March  25, 
1949.  Pasadena,  Calif. 

(54)  Ralph  Orhniel,  b.  Now  29,  1875,  Albia, 
Iowa.  d.  Nov.  28,  1944,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
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Ninth  Generation 

(39)  Anderson  W  esley  Brown,  b.  Nov.  27,  1849,  Peter- 
boro,  N.  Y.,  d.  April  25,  1923,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 
in.  June  6,  1877,  to 

Anna  Amanda  Hanchett,  b.  Nov.  5,  1855,  at  Plover, 

Wis. 

Their  children: 

(55)  Luther  Edward,  b.  July  22,  1878,  Stevens 

Point,  Wis.,  d.  - ,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(56)  Edith  Florence,  b.  August.  1,  1880,  Stev¬ 
ens  Point,  W  is. 

(5 7)  Webster  Anderson,  b.  Sept.  28,  1885, 
Rhinelander,  Wis.,  d.  Jan.  5,  1962,  Prince¬ 
ton,  Ill. 

(58)  Helen  Lucinda,  b.  Nov.  17,  1891,  d.  Jan. 
10,  1892. 

(59)  Raymond,  b.  Sept.  26,  1893,  Rhinelander, 
W  is.,  d.  Aug.  11,  1932,  .Milwaukee,  Whs. 

(60)  Kathryn  Kent,  b.  May  26,  1896,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  W  is. 

Anderson  Wesley  Brown,  born  in  Peterboro,  New 
York,  came  west  with  his  father’s  family  in  the  spring 
of  1857  and  lived  at  Newport,  Hulk  Stockton  and  Stev¬ 
ens  Point,  W  isconsin.  W  hen  sixteen  years  old  he  and 
his  younger  brother,  Wrebster,  rented  the  family  farm 
and  operated  it  so  successfully  as  to  pay  their  way 
through  college.  Anderson  attended  Lawrence  College  at 
Appleton,  Wisconsin,  for  two  years  and  then  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin  for  one  year  more.  He  then  joined 
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his  father  s  organization  m  the  manufacturing  of  lumber 
at  a  mill  near  Stevens  Point.  In  1874  the  three  older 
Brown  brothers  formed  a  partnership  for  the  purpose  of 
locating  a  saw7  mill  near  the  Pelican  Rapids  of  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Ri\  ei  at  the  site  of  what  is  now7  Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin.  Anderson,  who  by  this  time  had  become  an 
expenenccd  w  oodsman  and  fine  judge  of  timber,  w'as 
selected  to  locate  the  tracts  of  timber  for  which  the 
brothers  wrould  apply  for  Government  patents,  so  as  to 
have  a  supply  for  their  mill.  In  pursuit  of  that  errand  he 
made  many  trips  through  the  territory  adjacent  to  the 
new  site.  Aluch  of  the  distance  was  covered  by  canoe  and 
on  foot.  His  method  was  to  make  a  trip  into  the  new 
tenitor)  and  select  good  tracts  of  timber,  which  neces¬ 
sitated  his  locating  the  section  corners.  Wftli  such  infor¬ 
mation  he  would  then  hasten  to  the  Government  Land 
Office  at  W  ausau  to  hie  his  application  for  entry  of  the 
selected  tracts.  His  judgment  was  recognized  to  be  so 
good  that  other  lumber  interests  at  times  had  accomplices 
in  the  office  to  appropriate  his  brst  choices,  instead  of 
allowing  him  to  have  them.  I  le  would  be  told  that  those 
descriptions  had  already  been  filed  on.  He  soon  dis¬ 
covered  this  trick  and  thereafter  presented  for  his  first 
applications  such  tracts  as  he  knew'  were  inferior.  When 
these  were  claimed  to  have  been  already  taken  he  would 
then  offer  other  tracts  supposed  to  be  his  second  choices 
but  which  in  reality  were  his  own  first  choices  and  these 
would  then  be  allowed  to  him.  At  least  once  he  raced 
down  the  Wisconsin  River  in  a  canoe  in  a  successful 
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effort  to  be  first  in  filing  on  certain  desirable  tracts  which 
others  were  seeking  to  secure.  He  was  the  most  skillful 
woodsman  of  the  family  and  as  a  result  of  his  selections 
the  new  partnership  had  a  splendid  bodv  of  timber  for 
their  new  mill.  This  was  operated  till  1917.  Anderson 
Brown  was  the  controlling  member  of  the  partnership 
till  it  became  a  corporation  and  thereafter  was  President 
till  his  death.  He  was  also  President  of  the  Rhinelander 
Paper  Company,  which  he  helped  to  establish. 

(40)  Webster  Everett  Brown,  b.  July  r>,  1851,  Peter- 
boro,  N.  Y.,  d.  Dec.  14,  1929,  Chicago,  Ill. 

m.  Dec.  26,  1877,  Lancaster,  Wis.,  to 

Juliet  Delia  Meyer,  b.  April  28,  1854,  Lancaster, 
Wis.,  d.  March  5,  1931,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

Their  children,  all  born  in  Rhinelander,  M  is.  ex¬ 
cept  Ralph  and  Florence  Louise. 

(61)  Ralph  Dexter,  b.  Feb.  10,  1880,  Stevens 
Point,  d.  July  9,  1946,  Seattle,  Wash. 

(62)  Florence  Louise,  b.  Dec.  24,  1881,  Stevens 
Point,  d.  Sept.  24,  1883,  Rhinelander, 
Wis. 

(63)  Jessie  Helen,  b.  Sept.  14,  1884,  d.  Sept. 
14,  1885,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(64)  Edna  M.,  b.  Nov.  16,  1S86. 

(65)  Dorothy  Everett,  b.  Oct.  10,  1890. 

(66)  Richard  Meyer,  b.  Oct.  1,  1891. 

(67)  Allan  Conover,  b.  Feb.  26,  1894. 
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Webster  Everett  Brown  was  born  at  Peterboro,  New 
\ ork,  July  15,  1851.  lie  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  Spring 
of  1857  with  his  father  and  family  and  lived  at  Newport, 
1  lull,  Stockton  and  Stevens  Point.  At  the  aye  of  14  he 
and  his  older  brother,  Anderson,  two  years  older,  rented 
the  farm  from  their  father  and  operated  it,  their  father 
devoting  his  time  to  the  manufacturing  of  lumber.  The 
boys  thus  made  enough  money  to  put  themselves  through 
college,  their  principal  crop  being  hops,  which  they 
stored  m  the  hop-house  shown  in  the  picture.  "W  ebster 
attended  successively  Spencerian  Business  College  at  .Mil¬ 
waukee,  Lawrence  College  and  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin  in  the  class  of  1874.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Wisconsin  chapter  of  Beta  Theta 
Pi  fraternity. 

J 

Until  1871  there  was  no  railroad  into  Stevens  Point 
and  the  lumber  manufactured  at  the  Brown  mill  had  to 
be  sent  down  the  PJo\cr  River  and  into  the  Wisconsin 
Ri\  ei  and  so  to  the  A-lississippi  River  to  such  markets  as 
Davenport  and  St.  Louis.  Webster  made  several  trips 
with  rafts  of  lumber. 

In  1874  Webster  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
biothcis,  Ldv  aid  and  Andeison,  for  the  purpose  of  pur¬ 
suing  the  lumber  business.  They  bought  timber  lands  at 
and  near  the  rapids  of  the  Pelican  River  and  there  estab¬ 
lished  the  present  city  of  Rhinelander.  Their  lumber  mill 
operated  at  Rhinelander  till  1917.  When  it  was  apparent 
that  the  timber  was  about  exhausted  the  brothers  were 
instrumental  in  establishing  other  businesses  at  Rhine- 
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lander,  such  as  the  Rhinelander  Paper  Company,  Rhine  ¬ 
lander  Refrigerator  Company  and  \\  isconsin  \  eneer 
Company.  The  brothers  induced  the  Milwaukee,  Lake 
Shore  and  Western  R.  R.  (now  the  Northwestern)  to 
build  a  line  into  Rhinelander  in  1878  and  in  1887  brought 
the  Soo  Line  to  the  city,  an  unusual  case  of  inducing  one 
railroad  to  grant  land  to  induce  another  railroad  to  come 
into  its  territory.  The  negotiations  in  both  cases  were 
handled  by  Webster. 

Webster  E.  Brown  was  the  first  mayor  of  Rhine¬ 
lander  upon  its  incorporation  in  1894.  Me  served  three 
terms  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  1901 
to  1907.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Rhinelander  Paper 
Co.  and  Brown  Brothers  Lumber  Co.  1  le  married,  De¬ 
cember  26,  1877,  Miss  Juliet  Delia  Meyer  of  Lancaster, 
whom  he  had  met  while  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin. 

(43)  Edward  Othniel  Brown,  b.  March  16,  1859,  Stevens 
Point,  YV is.,  d.  Oct.  12,  1935,  Rhinelander,  \\  is. 
m.  Feb.  26,  1892,  to 

Clara  Cole  Spencer,  b.  June  22,  1869,  Sheboygan 
Falls,  M  is.,  d.  April  16,  1935,  Rhinelander,  \\  is. 

Their  children: 

(68)  Spencer,  h.  Feb.  7,  1895,  Rhinelander 
Wis. 

(69)  Florence,  b.  March  2  1,  1899,  Rhinelander, 
Wis. 
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(70)  Edward  Dexter,  b.  Nov.  1 1,  1900,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  AYis. 

(71)  Harold,  died  in  infancy. 

(72)  Alary  Eleanor,  b.  June  4,  1911,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(73)  Charles  Donald,  b.  April  1 1,  1914,  Rhine- 
lander,  Wis. 

Edward  Othniel  Brown,  born  at  Stevens  Point,  grad- 
uated  from  High  School  at  that  place  and  thereafter  at¬ 
tended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  for  two  years.  Hav¬ 
ing  received  an  appointment  to  the  U.  S.  Military  Aca¬ 
demy  at  West  Point,  he  graduated  there  in  the  class  of 
1881,  being  third  honor  man  of  the  class.  He  was  com¬ 
missioned  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Engineering  Corps 
and  served  on  special  duty  in  the  Department  of  Practical 
Military  Engineering  at  the  Military  Academy  and  there¬ 
after  with  the  battalion  of  engineers  at  Wallet’s  Point, 
New  York.  He  resigned  July  1,  1882,  and  went  into  the 
lumber  business  with  his  brothers,  Anderson  and  Web- 
ster,  at  Rhinelander,  Wis.  He  was  Captain  of  Company 
L,  Second  Regiment,  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  July 
30,  1S9S,  to  December,  1909,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Wisconsin  State  Guards,  May  2,  1918,  till  the  end  of  the 
World  AYar,  d  tiring  which  time  he  assisted  in  training 
recruits. 

His  business  interests  in  Rhinelander  were  varied,  l  ie 
was  at  different  times  president  of  the  Rhinelander  Paper 
Company,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  the  Rhinelander 
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Refrigerator  Company  and  the  Brow  n  Brothers  Lumber 
Company  and  the  Merchants  State  Bank. 

(44)  Florence  Helen  Brown,  b.  March  29,  1861. 

m.  Nov.  29,  1882,  to 

Paul  Brow  ne,  b.  Aug.  18.  1858,  Waupaca,  Wis. 
Their  children: 

(74)  Gerry  IMhvard,  b.  Dec.  15,  1884,  Wau¬ 
paca,  Mbs.,  d.  July  8,  1958. 

(75)  M  ae,  b.  May  9,  1886,  Waupaca. 

(45)  Hannah  Isabel  Browm,  b.  Sept.  3,  1863.  d.  July  10, 

194I- 

m.  Dec.  1 1,  1888,  to 

0 

Douglas  Flanner,  b.  Sept.  2,  1856,  d.  July  30,  1937 
Their  children: 

(76)  Helen,  b.  Jan.  1,  1891,  d.  Sept.  24,  1938. 
(76a)  Gerald,  b.  June  2,  1892,  d.  Apr.  19,  1956. 

(48)  Walter  Dexter  Browm,  b.  Sept.  26,  1869,  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.  d,  Oct.  7,  i960,  Rhinelander,  W  is. 

m.  Dec.  20  ,1899,  at  Chicago,  Ill. 

Alice  Katherine  Newbre,  b.  April  1,  1872,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  W  is.  d.  Sept.  9,  1954,  Rhinelander,  W  is. 

Their  children: 

•  (77)  W Alter  Dexter,  b.  Oct.  30,  1900,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa. 

(78)  Carleton  NewTre,  b.  Jan.  10,  1902,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.  d.  Feb.  23,  1953. 
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(79)  Margaret,  h.  Dec.  2,  190^,  Edgeworth, 

Pa. 

(80)  Idling,  1).  June  4,  1909,  Edgeworth,  Pa. 

\\  alter  Dexter  Brown  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  Rhinelander,  Wisconsin,  from  1892  to  1900  as 
a  manufacturer  under  the  name  Rib  River  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany.  From  1900  to  1910  he  was  in  the  sash  and  door 
business  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Thereafter  he  has 
been  piesidcnt  of  the  Rhinelander  Builders  Supply  Com¬ 
pany  of  Rhinelander.  In  addition  he  succeeded  his 
brother,  Edward  O.,  as  president  of  the  Brown  Brothers 
Lumber  Company,  lie  has  also  been  a  director  of  the 
Rhinelander  Paper  Company  and  President  of  the  .Mer¬ 
chants  State  Bank. 

Ninth  G 1 ;  \  1 ;  r  a  t  i  o  n 

(52)  Mabel  C.  Brown,  b.  Sept.  i4,  i860,  Smithfield, 

New  ^  ork.  d.  Jan.  5,  1941,  Denver,  Colorado. 

Buried  Albia,  Iowa. 

m.  May  31,  1888,  Albia,  Iowa. 

^  m.  J.  Orville  Boats,  b.  Aug.  7,  ,853  d..  Nov.  3, 

1916,  Albia,  Iowa. 

Their  children: 

(81)  1 1  a  1  old  1  bl  1  is,  b.  A  pi  ll  2 1 ,  1889,  b •  A  larch 

12,  1 94T  1  Lyons,  Colorado.  Buried 

Albia,  Iowa.  Single. 

(82)  Marguerite,  b.  Feb.  19,  1893,  Denver, 

Colo.  (244  South  Franklin  St.,  Denver! 

Colo.) 
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(54)  Ralph  Orhniel  Brown,  b.  Nov.  29,  1875,  Albia, 
la.  d.  Nov.  28,  1944,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

in.  June  10,  1906,  Wheeling,  West  Ya. 

Edna  .Merle  Dickey,  b.  Jan.  13,  1880,  East  St.  Louis, 
Ill.  d.  Nov.  28,  1951,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Their  children: 

(83)  Isabel  Martha,  b.  June  8,  1907,  Wheeling, 
West  Va. 

(84)  Ruth  Othniel,  b.  Sept.  10,  1912,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  d.  Nov.  28,  1951,  Little  Rock, 


Tenth  Generation 

(55)  Luther  Edward  Brown,  b.  July  22,  1878,  Stevens 

Point,  Wis.  d. - ,  Rhinelander,  M  is. 

m. - 

Marcella  Kirk.  b. - ,  Glenshaw,  Pa.  d.  Jan.  17, 

1953,  Rhinelander,  Yds. 

(56)  Edith  Florence  Brown,  b.  Aug.  1,  1880,  Stevens 
Point,  Yds. 

(532  Paris  Ave.  SE  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.) 
m.  July  6,  192*9,  Rhinelander,  Yds. 

Charles  H.  Alexander,  b.  Dec.  12,  1871,  Okemos, 
Mich.  d.  Nov.  19,  1950,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

(57)  YAbster  Anderson  Brown,  b.  Sept.  28,  1885. 
Rhinelander,  Yds.  d.  Jan.  5,  1962,  Princeton,  Ill. 
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m.  May  31,  1913,  Elgin,  Ill. 

Louise  Wilcox,  b.  Aug.  16,  1885,  Elgin,  Ill.  d.  April 
26,  1961,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

Their  children: 

(85)  Louise  Seacord,  b.  May  16,  1914,  Elgin, 
III. 

(86)  Anderson  Wesley,  b.  Sept.  8,  1916, 
Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(87)  Ruth  Rosemary,  b.  June  4,  1918,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Mis. 

(88)  Anna  Jane,  b.  May  18,  1920,  Rhinelander, 
Mas. 

(59)  Raymond  Brown,  b.  Sept.  26,  1893,  Rhinelander, 
M  is.  d.  Aug.  n,  1932,  Milwaukee,  Mas. 

m.  Eeb.  14,  1920,  Aix  Les  Bains,  France. 

Marcelle  Bouvry,  b. - ,  (now  Madame  Francy 

Bazin,  La  Chaumine,  59  Ave.  de  Tresserve,  Aix  Les 
Bains,  Savoie,  France.) 

Their  child: 

(89)  Anderson  Guyton,  b.  Xov.  27,  1920. 

(60)  Kathryn  Kent  Brown,  b.  May  26,  1896,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Mis. 

m.  Jan.  24,  1920,  Rhinelander,  Mas. 

William  Duncan  Connor,  Jr.,  b.  Feb.  19,  1897, 
Marshfield,  M  is. 

(718  Drake  St.,  Marshfield,  Mas.) 
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of  Stevens  Point  and  Rhinelander 
Their  children: 

(90)  Mariana,  b.  April  22,  1921,  Chicago,  III. 

(91)  William  Duncan,  III,  b.  April  4,  1925, 
Laona,  Wis.  d.  Dec.  13,  1959. 

(92)  Anderson  Brown,  b.  Sept.  8,  1929,  Laona, 
Wis. 

(61)  Ralph  Dexter  Brown,  b.  Feb.  10,  1880,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis.  d.  July  9,  1946,  Seattle,  Wash. 

m.  June  27,  1916,  Seattle,  Y\  ash. 

Lydia  Thekla  Runkle,  b.  Oct.  7,  1886,  (now  Mrs. 
Robert  Thomas,  Box  266  Mercer  Island,  Seattle, 
Wash.) 

(64)  Edna  M.  Brown,  b.  Nov.  16,  1886,  Rhinelander, 
Wis.  m.  December  26,  1916,  Rhinelander,  Mis. 
Beniamin  Mather  Powers,  b.  May  22,  1885,  Delavan, 
Wis. 

(4950  Wyoming  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.) 

Their  children,  all  born  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.: 

(93)  Richard  Mather,  b.  Jan.  10,  1918. 

(94)  Elizabeth  Cornelia,  b.  Mar.  5,  1921. 

(95)  Dorothy  Brown,  b.  Aug.  11,  1922. 

(96)  Edward  Dexter,  b.  June  10,  1927. 

(66)  Richard  Meyer  Brown,  b.  Oct.  1,  1891,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(233  No.  West  48  St.,  Seattle,  Wash.) 
in.  July  29,  1916,  Seattle,  Wash. 
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Dorothy  Davies,  b.  June  io,  1892,  Reading,  Mass, 
d.  Dec.  r 6,  1937. 

Their  children: 

(97)  ^  esley  Davies,  h.  April  27,  1917,  Seattle, 
Wash. 


(98)  Priscilla,  b.  Sept.  23,  1918,  Seattle,  Wash. 

(99)  Webster  Everett,  b.  Auy.  31,  1020 
Seattle,  Wash. 

(100)  Ralph  Dexter,  b.  June  23,  1924,  Seattle. 
Wash. 

(101)  Dorothy  Jean,  b.  May  1,  1926,  Monroe. 
Wash.  (Deborah) 

(234°  Stanley  Phils  Road,  Plollywood 
Calif.) 

(102)  Richard  Meyer,  Jr.,  b.  Apr.  12,  1928, 

Monroe,  Wash.  d.  Apr.  8,  1954,  Falon, 
Nev. 

(103)  Noel  Lombard,  b.  Dec.  25,  1930,  Everett, 
Wash.  d.  Jan.  4,  1948,  Seattle,  'Wash. 

m.  (2)  May  28,  1949,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Magdalena  Pitzinger,  b.  June  24,  1904,  Brietcnbura, 
Austria.  (Carlson) 


(67)  Allan  Conover  Brown,  b.  Feb.  26,  1894  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(9  East  Frederick  St.,  Rhinelander,  Wis.) 
in.  June  28,  1920,  Evanston,  111.,  to 

Margaret  Renwick,  b.  March  22,  1894,  Chicago,  Ill., 
d.  June  14,  1935,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 


- 

~ 
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Their  children: 

(104)  Margaret  Dorothy,  b.  May  18,  1921. 

(105)  Meredith  Webster,  b.  July  15,  1924. 

(106)  Carolyn  Ren  wick,  b.  Jan.  23,  1928. 

(107)  Harriet  Sidney,  b.  March  22,  1930. 

(68)  Spencer  Brown,  b.  Feb.  7,  1895,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(335  Lennox  St.,  Rhinelander,  Wis.) 

m.  Nov.  28,  1917,  Chicago,  Ill.,  to 
Lucille  Alleene  Howard,  b.  Oct.  5,  1892,  Chicago, 

Ill. 

Their  children: 

(108)  Charles  Spencer,  b.  Dec.  1,  1920,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.  d.  Dec.  10,  1944,  World  War  II. 

(109)  Richard  Howard,  b.  Sept.  21,  1924, 
Evanston,  Ill. 

m.  (2)  Dec.  21,  1946,  Rhinelander,  M  is. 

Gladys  Leone  Nehls,  b.  Ian.  27,  1905  Shell  Lake, 
Wis. 

(69)  Florence  Brown,  b.  March  21,  1899,  Rhinelander, 
Wis. 

in.  Jan.  28,  1922,  at  Rhinelander,  M  is.,  to 
Richard  Malcolm  Connor,  b.  May  24,  1899,  Marsh¬ 
field,  Mbs.  (Laona,  Mbs.) 

Their  children: 

(110)  Dorothy  Jean,  b.  June  3,  1923. 

(111)  Charlotte  Joan,  b.  Feb.  13,  1926.  d.  June 
28,  1957. 

( 1 1 2 )  Richard  Malcolm,  Jr.,  b.  June  28,  1936. 
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(70)  Edward  Dexter  Brown,  b.  Nov.  n,  1900,  Rhine.- 
lander,  Wis. 

( 1 1 1 9  3^th  Ave.  Seattle,  AA'ash.) 
m.  July  30,  1942,  Bremerton,  Wash. 

Merlaine  Bryan,  b.  Feb.  14,  1904,  Lake  Charles,  La. 

(7^)  Maiy  Eleanor  Brown,  b.  June  4,  1911,  Rhine- 
lander,  AVis. 

m.  Oct.  16,  1933,  Rhinelander,  AAhs. 

Howard  Overing  Sturges,  b.  Sept.  9,  1906, _ 

Mass. 

(South  Freeport,  Maine) 

Their  children: 

( 1 1 3)  Eleanor  Brown,  b.  April  9,  1937,  Boston, 
Mass. 

( 1 14)  Howard  Overing,  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  30,  1938, 
Boston,  Mass. 

(73)  Charles  Donald  Brown,  b.  April  11,  1914,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  AAA's. 

(408  Lyric  Lane,  Falls  Church,  Va.) 

m.  June  8,  1940,  Rutherford,  N.  J. 

Rosalie  Arthur  Ely,  b.  Jan.  14,  1918,  Rutherford, 
N.  J. 

Their  children,  all  born  in  New  London  Ct.: 

(1  15)  Donald  Edward,  b.  July  24,  1941. 

(116)  Robbins  Ely,  b.  May  23,  1944. 

( 1 1 7 )  Rosalie  Anne,  b.  Sept.  3,  1946. 

(118)  Anderson  Boyd,  b.  March  21,  1948. 
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(74)  Gerry  Edward  Browne  b.  Dec.  15,  1884,  Wau¬ 
paca,  M  is.  d.  July  8,  1958. 

m. 

Alice  Christopher,  b.  Oct.  24,  1886,  Chicago,  111. 
Their  children: 

( 1 1 9)  Richard  Christopher  Browne  Smyth,  b. 
March  6,  1914,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(120)  Marjorie  Alice  Browne  Smyth,  b.  Jan. 
17,  1917,  Evanston,  Ill. 

(Alice  Christopher  married  2nd  Smyth  and  Gerry 
Browne  children  took  name  Smyth) 

Gerry  Edward  Browne  m.  (2)  June  1 1,  1941,  Mur¬ 
rell  Beatty,  b.  Jan.  13,  1902,  Grayson  County,  Ky. 

(75)  Mae  Browne,  b.  May  9,  1886,  Waupaca,  Wis. 
(634  Northeast  17th  M  ay,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.) 

m.  Aug.  15,  1912. 

Robert  Freeman  Tompkins,  b.  Oct.  23,  1877,  Neils- 
ville,  M  is.  d.  Aug.  2,  1940,  Rhinelander,  Mbs. 
Their  children: 

(12  1)  Edward  Browne,  b.  Jan.  3,  1914,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(122)  Florence  Pauline,  b.  Mar.  5,  1918,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Mbs. 

(76)  Helen  Flanner,  b.  Jan.  1,  1891,  d.  Sept.  24,  1938. 

m.  March  28,  1918,  Akron,  Ohio 

Mhllard  Alsdorf  Patterson,  b.  July  24,  1893,  Alt. 
Vernon,  Ohio.  d.  March- 1946,  Trenton,  X.  J. 
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Their  children: 

(123)  John  Avery,  b.  Aug.  3,  1921. 

(77)  Walter  Dexter  Brown,  Jr.,  b.  Oct.  30,  1900,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  V,  is.  (Tomahawk,  Wis.) 

m.  (1)  Sept.  5,  1936,  .Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Mary  Josephine  Pretts,  b.  Oct.  14,  1907,  Platteville, 
M  is.  d.  Sept.  2,  1956.  (Tomahawk,  Wis.) 

m.  (2)  teb.  2,  1957,  Sn  Louis,  Mo. 

Virginia  McCune,  b.  April  1,  1909,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

(79)  Margaret  Brown,  b.  Dec.  2,  1905.  Rhinelander, 
Wis.  (Rhinelander,  Whs.) 

m.  Nov.  18,  1933,  Rhinelander,  Wi s. 

Kenneth  Kurz  Defnct,  b.  March  30,  1904,  Neenah, 
Wis.  d.  April  25,  1958,  Antigo,  Wis. 

Lheir  children: 

(124)  Dexter  Carlton,  b.  Jan.  6,  1940,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wis. 

(125)  Alice  Ncwbre,  b.  July  31,  1942,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wis. 

(126)  Bruce  Kenneth,  b.  Jan.  23,  1944,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wis. 

(83)  Isabel  Martha  Brown,  b.  June  8,  1907,  Wheeling 
W.  Va. 

(Address  5209  Sandale  Drive,  Bakersfield,  Calif.) 
m.  May  31,  1935,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

James  C.  V  alsh,  1).  July  21,  1907,  Prescott,  Ark.  d. 
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Their  children: 

(127)  Robert  Othnicl,  b.  Aug.  27,  1938,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

(128)  James  Burns,  b.  June  12,  1941,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

(84)  Ruth  Othniel  Brown,  b.  Sept.  10,  1912,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  d.  Nov.  28,  1951.  (Little  Rock,  Ark.) 

m.  (1)  April  6,  1935. 

William  G.  Ireland,  Jr.,  b.  Aug.  19,  1911,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa. 

Their  children: 

(129)  Ronald  William,  b.  June  16,  1936,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. 

(130)  Richard  Brown,  b.  Jan.  15,  1938,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

m.  (2)  - 

Vince  Hayden. 

No  children. 

Eleventh  Generation 

(85)  Louise  Seacord  Brown,  b.  May  16,  1914,  Elgin, 

Ill. 

(1343  8th  Ave.,  Longview,  Wash.) 
m;  July  23,  1954. 

Edmund  G.  Loehr,  b. - ,  d.  May  27,  1955. 

(86)  Anderson  Wesley  Brown,  b.  Sept.  8,  1916. 

(Washington,  111.) 
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m.  Dec.  15,  1945,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Elizabeth  Keefrcy,  b.  Aug.  4,  1922,  Chicago,  111. 
Their  children: 

(13O  Michael  Edward,  b.  Aug.  23,  1948,  Man¬ 
chester,  N.  H. 

(132)  Steven  Webster,  b.  Nov.  17,  1951,  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.  Y. 

(87)  Ruth  Rosemary  Brown,  b.  June  4,  1918,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  A  Vis. 

(2310  Cascade  Way,  Longview,  Wash.) 
m.  May  10,  1941,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

Harry  A.  Hayward,  b. _ 

Their  children: 

(133)  Geoffery  Brown,  b.  Dec.  16,  1942, 

Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(134)  David  Scott,  b.  Aug.  25,  1945,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(89)  Anderson  Guyton  Brown,  b.  Nov.  27,  1920. 

(5099  West  Monroe  St.  Chicago  44,  111.) 

m.  Sept.  3,  1955,  Evanston,  Ill.  (Howes  Memorial 
Chapel) 

Faye  Randell  Larrabee,  b.  Dec.  4,  1919,  Sullivan 
County,  Indiana. 

(90)  Mariana  Connor,  b.  April  22,  1921,  Chicago,  111. 
(3539  NAM  53rd  St.  Oklahoma  City  12,  Okla.) 

m.  July  28,  1945,  Laona,  Wis. 

Keith  B.  Liesch,  b.  March  3,  1918,  Laona,  Wis. 
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1  heir  children: 

(135)  Lucinda,  b.  Nov.  13,  1946,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

(136)  Kerry  Keith,  b.  Mar.  24,  1949,  Shawano, 
Wis. 

(91)  William  Duncan  Connor,  III,  b.  April  4,  1925, 
Laona,  Wis.  d.  Dec.  13,  1959. 

m.  Sept.  10,  1950,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

June  Henninger  MacFarland,  b.  June  3,  1926, 
Toledo,  Ohio. 

Their  children: 

(137)  William  Duncan,  IV,  b.  April  19,  1951, 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

(138)  Robert  James,  b.  June  28,  1954,  Auburn- 
dale,  Wis. 

(139)  Melissa  Irene,  b.  July  12,  1955,  Auburn- 
dale,  Wis. 

(92)  Anderson  Brown  Connor,  b.  Sept.  8,  1929,  Laona, 
Wis. 

m.  July  12,  1952,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Thelma  Arslan,  b.  April  9,  1931,  Chicago,  Ill. 

I  heir  children: 

(140)  Kathryn  Kent,  b.  Aug.  7,  1953. 

(141)  Grille  Allen,  b.  Apr.  19,  1956. 

(142)  Anderson  Brown,  Jr.,  b.  Dec.  2,  1957. 

(93)  Richard  Mather  Powers,  b.  Jan.  10,  1918,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 
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(Box  629,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  X.  Y.) 

m.  June  27,  1942,  Haverford,  Pa. 

Frances  Hazlehurst  Sutton,  b.  Sept.  9,  1916,  Haver- 
ford,  Pa. 

Their  children: 

(d43)  Elizabeth  Hazlehurst,  b.  Aug.  17,  1943, 
Boston,  Mass. 

(144)  Catherine  Mather,  b.  Sept.  22,  1945,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo. 

(H5)  Jane  Ann,  b.  Sept.  20,  1949,  Ames,  Iowa. 
(146)  Rebecca  Anderson,  b.  Dec.  29,  1955, 
Huntington,  X.  Y. 

(95)  Dorothy  Brown  Powers,  b.  Aug.  11,  1922,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

(695  West  Conway  Drive  XW,  Atlanta,  Ga.) 
m.  Xov.  5,  1949,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Ralph  Peters  Black,  Jr.,  b.  Oct.  19,  1913,  Atlanta, 
Ga. 


Their  children: 


('47) 

Juliet  Webster, 

b.  May 

14,  I 

95'. 

Kansas 

City,  Mo. 

(148) 

Janette 

Hamilton,  b. 

Oct. 

27> 

1 95  3 

Omaha, 

Xeb. 

(149) 

Ralph 

Peters, 

III,  b. 

Sept. 

18, 

l9  55* 

Omaha, 

Xeb. 

(15°) 

Carolyn 

1  Andei 

'son,  b. 

Jan. 

28, 

1 957** 

Omaha, 

Xeb. 
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(15  1 )  Susan  Mather,  b.  May  21,  i960,  Atlanta, 
Ga. 

(96)  Edward  Dexter  Powers,  b.  June  10,  1927,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

(8  East  55th  St.,  Kansas  City  13,  Mo.) 
m.  Nov.  24,  1956,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Virginia  Lee  Ross,  b.  March  24,  1931,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

Their  children: 

(152)  Benjamin  A  lather,  II,  b.  Dec.  21,  1957, 
Kansas  Citv,  Mo. 

(153)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  July  1,  1959,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

(154)  Richard  Ross,  b.  July  25,  i960,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

(97)  Wesley  Davies  Brown,  b.  April  27,  1917,  Seattle, 
Wash.  ' 

(724  Hoyt  Ave.,  Everett,  M  ash.) 

in. - ,  Shelton,  Wash. 

Helen  Sharpless,  b.  March  27,  1918. 

Their  children: 

(155)  Lydia  Judy,  b.  Dec.  2,  1936,  Longview, 
Wash. 

(156)  Priscilla  Meredith,  b.  Aug.  22,  1940, 
Longview,  Wash. 

(157)  Daun  Webster,  b.  Sept.  5,  1951,  Long¬ 
view,  Wash. 
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(98)  Priscilla  Brown,  b.  Sept.  23,  1918,  Seattle,  Wash. 

(White  Salmon,  Wash) 
m.  Aug.  30,  1941,  Everett,  Wash. 

Wallace  E.  Stevenson,  b.  Aug.  2  6,  1918,  Klamath 
Ealls,  Ore. 

T  heir  children: 

(158)  Bruce  Richard,  b.  April  7,  1944,  Port- 
land,  Ore. 

(159)  Wesley  Donald,  b.  June  17,  1945,  Miami, 
Fla. 

(160)  Mark  Edward,  b.  Nov.  8,  1948,  Hood 
River,  Ore. 

(161 )  Peggy  Ellen,  b.  March  4,  1953,  Palo  Alto, 
Calif. 

(162)  Bernice,  b.  April  1,  1954,  Yakima,  Wash. 

(99)  Webster  Everett  Brown,  1).  Aug.  31,  1920,  Seattle 
Wash. 

(342  Columbia  St.,  Bogaloosa,  La.) 

111.  Nov.  10,  1943,  Bogalusa,  La. 

Helen  Earylene  Seal,  b.  May  20,  1920,  Bogalusa,  La. 
Their  children: 

(163)  Richard  Webster,  b.  June  13,  1945,  Kan- 
sas  City,  .Mo. 

(164)  Blaine  Conover,  b.  Oct.  1,  1952,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

(165)  Dana  Davies,  b.  July  4,  1956,  Bogalusa, 
La. 
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(ioo)  Ralph  Dexter  Brown,  b.  June  23,  1924.  Seattle, 
Wash. 

(500  Alverson  Blvd.,  Everett,  Wash.) 
m.  Sept.  2,  1946,  Everett,  M  ash. 

Sue  Hartley,  b.  Dec.  2,  1923,  Everett,  M  ash. 


Their  children: 


(166)  Noel  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  19,  1949, 
Seattle,  Wash. 


(167)  Dexter  Hartley,  b.  April  8,  1952, 
Seattle,  Wash. 


(168)  Gretchen  Hartley 

(169)  James  Hartley 
Everett,  Wash. 


b.  Sept.  22,  1955, 


(104)  Margaret  Dorothy  Brown,  b.  May  18,  1921, 
Evanston,  111. 

(Box  75,  Route  No.  2,  Maple  Plain,  Minn.) 
m.  April  10,  1948,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

John  Coates  Hammerell,  b.  December  18,  1917, 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Their  children:  . 

(170)  Allan  Brown,  b.  August  29,  1949, 
M i n n capolis,  Minn. 

(171)  John  Coates,  Jr.,  b.  January  3,  1953, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

(172)  Kimball,  b.  June  1,  1955,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 
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(ioj)  Meredith  Webster  Brown,  b.  July  15,  1024, 
Evanston,  Ill. 

(21  Bcnhill  Road,  St.  Paul,  Minn.) 

m.  December  27,  1948,  Rhinelander,  Whs. 

John  F.  Alden,  b.  September  2,  1922,  St.  Paul, 
Minn. 

1  heir  children: 

^73)  J°hn  F.,  Ill,  b.  February  24,  icko 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

(174)  Charles  Renwick,  b.  June  11,  1951, 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

(175)  Peter  Brown,  b.  Sept.  28,  iocc  St 
Paul,  Minn. 

(106)  Carolyn  Renwick  Brown,  b.  Jan.  2 3,  1928,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(350  Birch  St.,  Denver  20,  Colo.) 

m.  Sept.  3,  1950,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

Richard  Arnold  Hackstaff,  b.  Oct.  3,  1923,  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo. 

Their  children: 

(176)  Margaret  Birch,  b.  Jan.  27,  1952,  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo. 

(177)  Richard  Arnold,  b.  Dec.  28  inr 

Boulder,  Colo.  ’ 

(178)  Jennifer  Brown,  b.  Nov.  17  l0s- 6 
Denver,  Colo. 

(179)  Meredith  Sidney,  b.  July  4,  IQ6o 
Denver,  Colo. 
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(107)  Harriet  Sidney  Brown,  b.  March  22,  1930,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(Caixa  Postale  8171,  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil.) 
ni.  April  17,  1952,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

Carl  Padgett  Kincaid,  Jr.,  b.  A  lav  24,  1929,  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentine  Republic. 

Their  children: 

(180)  Carl  Padgett  III  b.  June  10,  1935, 
Houston,  Tex. 

( 1 8 1 )  Carolyn,  b.  June  10,  1955,  Houston. 
Tex. 

(182)  Peter,  b.  Oct.  ,  1959,  d.  Nov.  5, 
*959- 

(109)  Richard  Howard  Brown,  b.  Sept.  2 1,  1924,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill. 

(Rhinelander,  Wis.) 

m.  October  26,  1946,  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

Lorraine  Anne  Boelter,  b.  June  4,  1924,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

Their  children: 

(183)  Gail  Susan,  b.  Dec.  12,  1950,  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis. 

(184)  Scott  Walker,  b.  Oct.  23,  1952, 

Rhinelander,  Wis. 

(110)  Dorothy  Jean  Connor,  b.  June  3,  1923,  Laona, 
Wis. 

m.  hcb.  4,  1944,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
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Roy  W  .  Evans,  b.  June  13,  1917,  Milltown,  N.  J. 
Their  children: 

(185)  Connor,  III,  b.  Dec.  23,  1944. 

(186)  Paul  Spencer,  b.  Nov.  18,  1945. 

(187)  Jeffrey  Richard,  b.  Feb.  10,  1949. 

(188)  Christofer,  b.  Feb.  10,  1 949.  , 

(189)  Polly,  b.  July  2,  1953. 

(190)  Jennifer  Jean,  b.  April  5,  1955. 

(111)  Charlotte  Joan  Connor,  b.  Feb.  13,  1926,  Laona, 
A  Vis.  d.  June  28,  1957. 

m.  Aug.  5,  1950,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Peter  R.  Vincent,  b.  April  17,  1926,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Their  children: 

■» 

(191)  Peter  Richard,  b.  June  8,  1951. 

(192)  Susan  Jean,  b.  July  10,  1952. 

(193)  David,  b.  Nov.  5,  1953.  d.  July  18, 
1 955- 

(194)  Michael  James,  b.  Aug.  1,  1956. 

( 1 1 2 )  Richard  Malcolm  Connor,  Jr.,  b.  June  28,  1936, 
Laona,  Wis. 

m.  Oct.  29.  1955,  Crandon,  Wis. 

Mary  Ann  Novak,  b.  Sept.  26,  1937,  Laona,  Mbs. 
Their  children: 

(195)  Brian  Richard,  b.  May  16,  1956. 

(196)  Timothy  Stanley,  b.  Oct.  1,  1957. 

(197)  Robert  Malcolm,  b.  April  24,  1959. 
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( 1 1 9)  Richard  Christopher  Smyth,  b.  March  6,  1914, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

m.  March  25,  1936,  Bedford,  N.  Y. 

Amelia  Elizabeth  LePire,  b.  March  20,  1910,  Bed¬ 
ford,  N.  Y. 

Their  children: 

(198)  Christopher  Charles,  b.  Oct.  15,  1937, 
Passaic,  N.  J. 

(199)  Donald  Pierre,  b.  Dec.  21,  1939,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md. 

(200)  Wendy  Anne,  b.  Dec.  30,  1943,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md. 

(120)  Marjorie  Alice  Smyth,  b.  Jan.  17,  1917,  Evanston, 

Ill. 

m.  April  18,  1942,  Evanston,  Ill. 

T  homas  Arthur  Noble,  b.  July  28,  1915,  Chicago, 

Ill. 

Their  children: 

(201)  Thomas  Arthur,  Jr.,  b.  September  3, 
1943,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(202)  Robert  William,  b.  April  25,  1950, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

(121)  Edward  Browne  Tompkins,  b.  Jan.  3,  1914, 
Rhinelander,  Wis. 

m.  May  25,  1937,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
Marinette  Fernandez  Boucas,  b.  July  26,  1913, 
Sao  Paulo,  Brazil. 
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Their  children: 

(203)  Robert  Valentine,  b.  May  25,  1941, 
New  York  City. 

(204)  Gerry  Edward,  b.  July  25,  1945, 
Recife,  Brazil. 

m*  (2)  Jeanne  Aron,  b.  Feb.  17,  1917,  Sarre 

Union  (Bas  Rhin),  France. 

Their  son: 

(205)  James  Douglas,  b.  April  21,  1956,  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  Brazil  . 

(123)  John  Avery  Patterson,  b.  Augr.  3,  1921. 

(505  Shortridge  Drive,  Bellcfontaine,  Ohio) 

m.  June  7,  1944,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Ruth  Anne  Stevens,  b.  February  7,  1922,  Cole, 
Ohio. 

Their  children: 

(206)  John  Bryan,  b.  Oct.  9,  1945,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio. 

(207)  Judy  Helen,  b.  June  6,  1948,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio. 

(208)  Patrick  Stevens,  b.  June  13,  1956, 
Bellcfontaine,  Ohio.  d.  June  16,  1956. 

(129)  Ronald  William  Ireland,  b.  June  16,  1936,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. 

m.  Dec.  21,  1956,  Gulfport,  Miss. 

Nancy  Ellen  Bryan,  b.  July  29,  1938. 
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Their  children: 

(209)  Nancy  Lynn,  b.  Feb.  9,  1958,  36th 
Tactical  Air  Base  Hospital,  Bitburg, 
Germany. 

(210)  Kitty  Deann,  b.  May  14,  1959,  36th 
Tactical  xMr  Base  Hospital,  Bitburg, 
Germany. 

(130)  Richard  Brown  Ireland,  b.  Jan.  15,  1938,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

(Address  18 n  North  Crockett,  Sherman,  Tex.) 
m.  July  25,  1958,  Amarillo,  Tex. 

Doris  Jean  Mann,  b.  July  22,  1939,  McLean,  Tex. 

Their  children:' 

(21 1)  Terry  Ruth,  b.  Sept.  17,  1959,  Sher¬ 
man,  Tex. 

Twelfth  Generation 

(154)  Lydia  Judy  Brown,  b.  Dec.  2,  1936,  Longview, 
Wash. 

(6811  Woodlawn,  Seattle,  M  ash.) 
m.  Sept.  20,  1958,  Longview,  Wash. 

Donald  Francis  Armstrong,  b.  June  6,  1937,  Long¬ 
view,  Wash.. 

Their  children: 

(212)  Mark,  b.  July  11,  1959,  Seattle,  Wash. 

(213)  Amy  Meredith,  b.  Nov.  16,  i960, 
Laguna  Beach,  Calif. 
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( 1 5 5 )  Priscilla  Meredith  Brown,  b.  Alia  22,  1940  ]  on<r- 
view,  Wash.  D  D 

(2221  Birch  St.,  Longview,  Mash.) 

m.  Aug.  20,  i960,  Longview,  Wash. 

Wayne  Allen  Armstrong,  b.  April  25,  1940, 
Longview,  Wash. 

r HE  Avery  Family 

A  portion  of  the  Avery  ancestry  is  given  for  the 
reason  that  Arvilla  Avery  of  Laton,  Madison  County, 
New  York,  married  Holbrook  Anderson,  who  became 
the  father  of  Helen  Margaret  Anderson.  I  he  latter  mar¬ 
ried  Edward  Dexter  Brown  (34)  and  became  the  fore¬ 
bear  of  all  the  Browns  of  Rhinelander. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Avery  family  is  found  in  com¬ 
plete  form  in  “The  Averys  of  Groton,”  by  Homer  De 
Lois  Sweet,  published  1894  by  the  Press  of  the  Rice- 
Taylor  Printing  Co.,  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Christopher  Avery,  a  weaver,  w  as  born  in  Salisbury, 
England,  about  1590,  and  may  have  come  over  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  the  “Arbella”  with  John  Winthrop,  June  12,  1630, 
though  this  is  not  certain.  At  any  rate,  he  was  a  Select¬ 
man  at  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  in  1646,  1652  and 
1654.  June  29,  1652,  he  took  the  Freeman’s  Oath 
and  was  sworn  in  as  Clerk  of  the  Band,  Constable  and 
Clerk  of  the  .Market.  In  1658  lie  sold  his  land  at  Glou¬ 
cester  and  moved  to  Boston.  1  le  moved  to  New  London 
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Court  and  purchased  a  house  Aug.  8,  1665.  He  died 
there  March  12,  1679. 

His  only  child  was: 

Capt.  James  Avery,  b.  about  1620  in  England. 

Came  to  America  with  his  parents. 

m.  Nov.  10,  1643,  at  Gloucester  to 

Joanna  Greenslade  of  Boston.  They  moved  to  New 
London  in  1 65 1 . 

Their  children: 

John,  b.  Feb.  10,  1653-4,  New  London,  d.  in 
North  Parish. 

1  here  were  eight  other  children  not  of  interest 

to  this  line. 

John  Avery,  b.  Feb.  10,  1653-4,  New  London,  Conn. 

m.  Nov.  29,  1675,  Stonington,  Conn.,  to 

Abigail  Chcseborough,  b.  Sept.  30,  1656,  New  Lon¬ 
don.  She  was  the  granddaughter  of  W  illiam  Chcse- 
borough,  who  came  from  Boston,  England,  and  was 
the  founder  of  Stonington,  Conn. 

John  Avery  was  appointed  Captain  of  the 
Brained  Band  at  New  London.  Moved  to  Groton 
about  1712. 

Their  children: 

William,  b.  about  1687,  New  London. 

1  wclvc  other  children,  not  of  interest  to  this 
line. 
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William  Avery,  b.  about  1787,  New  London. 

m.  March  27,  1715-16,  to 
Anne  Richardson. 

William  Avery  was  commissioned  by  Assembly 
at  Hartford,  May  14,  1730,  as  Lieutenant  of  South 
part  of  Second  Company  in  Stonington.  See  pacre 
406,  “The  Averys  of  Groton.”  D 

Their  children: 

John,  b.  April  29,  1727. 

Four  other  children  not  of  interest  to  this  line, 
m.  second, 

Sarah  Walker. 

Ten  other  children. 

John  Avery,  b.  April  29,  1727,  Stonington,  Conn. 
Page  415,  “The  Averys  of  Groton.” 

m.  June  13,  1751,  Stonington,  to 
Mary  Dennis. 

Three  children, 
m.  second,  1761,  to 
Anna  Miner. 

Their  children: 

Robert,  b.  March  5,  1765. 

Four  other  children  not  of  interest  to  this  line. 

Robert  Avery,  b.  March  5,  1765,  Stonington,  d,  Oct. 
18,  1810. 

111.  - - to 
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Lydia  White,  b.  Jan.  27,  1763,  d.  March  24,  1847 

Her  portrait,  seated  in  a  rocking  chair,  is  in  pos¬ 
session  of  Miss  Ada  May  Brown  of  Rhinelander, 
Wis. 

Their  ch  ildren: 

Arvilla,  b.  Nov.  24,  1808. 

She  married  Holbrook  Anderson,  and  was  the 
mother  of  Helen  Margaret  Anderson,  who  married 
Edward  Dexter  Brown  (34.) 

Anderson  Family 

1  homas  Anderson,  b.  Jan.  29,  1762,  in  Conn.,  d.  April 
6,  1837  at  Smithfield,  Conn. 

m. 

Susan  ah  Hosley,  b.  Feb.  17,  1767,  d.  May  25,  1833. 

He  was  in  Capt.  Abner  Seeley’s  Company  in  Col. 
Bcnj.  V  ait’s  battalion,  State  of  Vermont  Militia 
from  July  1,  1781,  to  Nov.  30,  1781.  Moved  to 
Bridgeport,  Yt.,  but  died  in  Conn. 

1  heir  children: 

Nancy,  b.  Sept.,  1787. 

Joseph,  b.  Sept.,  1789,  d.  May  5,  1830. 

Abigal,  b.  May  11,  1791. 

James,  b.  April  12,  1793. 

Polly,  b.  Sept.  1 6,  1 795. 

Hiram,  b.  Sept.  26,  1798. 

Lucy,  b.  Feb.  12,  1800. 
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Loyal,  b.  July  22,  1802. 

Holbrook,  1)."  Oct.  27.  1806,  d.  Alar.  .8,  1892. 
William  .Miner,  b.  May  2,  1808. 

Holbrook  Anderson,  b.  Oct.  27.  1806,  d.  Mar.  j8 
1892. 

m.  1826,  nr  Eaton,  .Madison  Co.,  X.  V.,  to 
Arvilla  Avery,  b.  Nov.  24,  1808,  d.  .Mar.  23,  1879. 
Their  children: 

Thomas  Wesley,  b.  Mar.  30,  1828,  d.  Dec.  18, 
1916,  Stevens  Point,  A  Vis. 

Helen  Margaret,  b.  April  15,  ,830,  d.  Mar.  23, 
1888,  Stevens  Point,  YVis. 

Thomas  Wesley,  b.  Mar.  30,  1828. 

m. 


The  Anderson  line  is  referred  to  above  for  the  reason 

that  Helen  Margaret  Anderson  married  Edward  Dexter 
Brown  (34.) 


46 


■ 


of  Stevens  Point  and  Rhinelander 


INDEX 


Brown  Names 


Abigail  8 
Ada  May  11 
Allan  Conover  15,  24 
Anderson  Boyd  26 
Anderson  Guyton  22,  30 
Anderson  Wesley  10, 13,  22,  29 
Anna  Jane  22 
Annette  10 

Betsy  9 

Blaine  Conover  34 


Esek  K 
Esther  9 
Eva  Lucy  1 1 
Everett  10 
Ezekiel  8 

Florence  1 7,  25 
Florence  Helen  11,  19 
Florence  Louise  15 
Frank  10 


Carolyn  Renwick  24,  36 
Carlton  Xewbre  19 
Chad  5,  8 

Charles  Donald  18,26 
Charles  Spencer,  25 

Dana  Davies  34 
Daniel  6,  7 
Daun  Webster  33 
David  8,  9 
Dexter  Hartley  35 
Donald  Edward  26 
Dorothy  Everett  15 
Dorothy  Jean  (Deborah)  24 


Gail  Susan  37 
Gretchen  Hartley  35 

Hannah  Firing  9 
Hannah  Isabel  1 1 
Harold  18 

Harriet  Sidney  25, 37 
Helen  10 
Helen  Lucinda  1 3 
Helen  Lucy  1 1 
Hosanna  7 

Isaac  8 

Isabel  Martha  28 


Edith  Florence  13,21 
Edita  M.  15,  23 
Edward  Dexter  9,  10,  18,  23 
Edward  Othniel  11,17 
Eking  20 
Emma  Arvilla  10 
Emmeline  10 


James  Hartley  35 
Jessie  Helen  15 
John  8 

Kathryn  Kent  1 3,  22 
Lizzie  12 
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Louise  Sea  cord  22,  29 
Luther  Edward  13,21 
Lydia  Judy  33,  41 

Mabel  12,20 
Margaret  20,  28 
Margaret  Dorothy  25,35 
Martha  Jane  9 
Mary  7,  8 

Mary  Eleanor  18,  26 
Meredith  Webster  25,  36 
Michael  Edward  30 
Myranda  9 

Nancy  9 

Noel  Elizabeth  35 
Noel  Lombard  24 

Olney  8 

Othniel  7,  8,  9,  10 

Priscilla  24,  34 
Priscilla  Meredith  42 

Ralph  Dexter  15,  23,  24,  35 


Ralph  Othniel  12,  21 
Raymond  1 3,  22 
Richard  Howard  25,  37 
Richard  Meyer  15,  23 
Richard  Webster  34 
Robbins  26 
Rosalie  26 
Ruth  Othniel  21,  29 
Ruth  Roseinary  22,  30 

Scott  Walker,  37 
Spencer  17,  25 
Stephen  Webster  30 

Thankful  8 

Walter  Dexter  11,  19 
Walter  Dexter  Jr.  19,  28 
Wayne  12 

Webster  Anderson  13,  21 
Webster  Everett  10,  15,  24,  34 
Wesley  10,  12 
Wesley  Davies  24, 33 
William  9 
Wilson  12 
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Female  Fixes 


Alden, 

Charles  Remvick  36 
John  F.  36 
John  F.  Ill  36 
Peter  Brown  36 
Alexander,  Charles  FI.  21 
Anderson,  Helen  Margaret  10 
Anthony,  Mary  12 
Armstrong, 

Amy  Meredith  41 
Donald  Francis  41 
Mark  41 

Wayne  Allen  41 
Boals, 

Harold  Willis  20 
Marguerite  20 
William  J.  20 
Boelter,  Lorraine  Ann  37 
Boucas,  Mcrinettc  Fernandez  39 
Bouvrey,  Marcelle  22 
Browne, 

Gerry  Edward  19,  27 
Marjorie  Alice  27 
Mac  19,27 
Paul  19 

Richard  Christopher  27 
Bryan, 

Merlaine  26 
Nancy  Ellen  40 

Christopher,  Alice,  27 
Connor, 

Anderson  Brown  23, 31 
Anderson  Brown  Jr.  3 1 
Brian  Richard  38 
Charlotte  Joan  25,  38 
Cirillc  Allen  31 
Dorothy  Jean  25,  37 


Kathryn  Kent  31 
Mariana  23 
Melissa  Irene  3 1 
Richard  Malcolm  25 
Richard  .Malcolm  Jr.  25, 38 
Robert  James  31 
Robert  Malcolm  38 
Timothy  Stanley  38 
William  Duncan  Jr.  22 
William  Duncan  III  23,  >1 
William  Duncan  IV  3 1 

Davies,  Dorothy  24 

Dcfnet, 

Alice  Xewbrc  28 
Bruce  Kenneth  28 
Dexter  Carlton  28 
Kenneth  Kurz  28 

Dickey,  Edna  Merle  2 1 

Kiting,  Hannah  9 

Ely,  Rosalie  Arthur  26 

Evans, 

Christofer  38 
Connor  III  38 
Jeffrey  Richard  38 
Jennifer  Jean  38 
Paul  Spencer  38 
Polly  38 
Roy  W.  38 
Zcriah  8 

Planner, 

Douglas  19 
Helen  19,  27 
Gerald  19 
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Hackstaff 
Jennifer  Brown  36 
Margaret  Birch  36 
Meredith  Sidney  36 
Richard  Arnold  36 
Richard  Arnold  Jr.  36 

Hammerell 
Allan  Brown  35 
John  Coates  35 
John  Coates  Jr.  35 
Kimball  35 

Hanchette,  Anna  Amanda  13 
Hartley,  Sue  35 
Hawkins,  Mary  7 

Hayward, 

Harry  A .  30 
Geoffery  Brown  30 
David  Scott  30 

Hearn  den,  Alice  6 
Howard,  Lucille  Allcnc  25 
Ireland, 

Kitty  Deann  41 
Nancy  Lynn  41 
Richard  Brown  29,  41 
Ronald  W  illiam  29,41 
T'crry  Ruth  41 
William  G.  29 

Kcefrey,  Elizabeth  30 

Kincaid, 

Carl  Padgett  Jr.  37 

Carl  Padgett  111  37 

Carol vn  37 
✓ 

Peter  37 

Kirk,  Marcella  2 1 


Larrabee,  Faye  Randell  30 

Liesch, 

Keith  B.  30 
Kerry  Keith  31 
Lucinda  3 1 

Loehr,  Edmund  G.  29 

Mann,  Doris  Jean  41 
McCune,  Virginia  28 

McWilliams, 

Martha  Ann  12 

Meyer,  Juliet  Delia  15 

Noble, 

Robert  "William  39 
Thomas  Arthur  39 
I  homas  Arthur  Jr.  39 

Novak,  Mary  Ann  38 

Olncy  Sibyl  8 

Patterson, 

John  Avery  28,  40 
John  Bryan  40 
Judy  1  lelen  40 
Patrick  Stevens  40 
William  Alsdorf  27 

Powers, 

Benjamin  Mather  23 
Benjamin  Mather  II  33 
Catherine  Mather  31 
Dorothy  Brown  23,  31 
Edward  Dexter  23,  33 
Elizabeth  Cornelia  23 
Elizabeth  Hazlchurst  31 
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Jane  Ann  3 1 
Rebecca  Anderson  31 
Richard  Mather  23,  31 
Richard  Ross  33 
Sarah  Elizabeth  33 
Pretts,  Mary  Josephine  28 
Renwick  Margaret  24 
Ross,  Virginia  Lee  33 
Runkle,  Lydia  Thckla  23 
Sharpless,  Helen  33 

Smythe, 

Christopher  Charles  39 
Donald  Pierre  39 
Marjorie  Alice  27,  37 
Richard  Christopher  27,  39 
Wendy  Ann  39 

Spencer,  Clara  Cole  17 

Stevenson, 

Bernice  34 
Bruce  Richard  34 
Mark  Edward  34 
Peggy  Ellen  34 
Wallace  E.  34 
Wesley  Donald  34 


Sturges, 

Eleanor  Brown  26 
Howard  Ovcring  26 
Howard  Overing  Jr.  26 

Sutton.  Frances  Hazlehurst  3 

Tompkins, 

Edward  Browne  27, 39 
Florence  Pauline  27 
Gerry  Edward  40 
lames  Douglas  40 
Robert  Freeman  27 
Robert  Valentine  40 

Vincent, 

David  3S 
Michael  James  38 
Peter  Richard  38 
Peter  R.  38 
Susan  Jean  38 

Walsh, 

James  Burns  29 
James  C.  28 
Robert  Othniel  29 

Wilcox,  Louise  22 
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Lumber  ratting  (jn  the  \N  iseonsin.  I  iguic  m  lei t  is  W'cbsrcr  L.  liruwn. 


Visiting  the  Old  Home  Town 

Benjamin  M.  Powers 

It  was  on  Saturday,  July  31,  1926,  that  we  made  this 
pilgrimage  from  the  new  home  town  of  Rhinelander  to 
the  old  home  town  of  Stevens  Point,  \\  isconsin.  It  was 
Father  Webster  E.  Brown's  expedition,  for  it  was  his 
old  home  town,  but  in  the  car,  also,  were  Mother  Juliet 
D.  Brown,  Aunt  1  essie  Meyer,  daughters  Dorothy  and 
Edna  and  the  scribe,  Edna’s  husband,  who  drove  the  car. 

We  were  hardly  well  started  before  we  began  to 
encounter  places  of  interest.  At  twelve  miles  we  came  to 
the  little  lake  at  Jeffries,  at  the  south  end  of  which,  on 
some  high  ground,  Father  Brown  had  camped  with  Bud 
Ledbetter’s  father.  Mis  trip  at  that  time,  in  the  summer 
of  1874,  had  been  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  twenty- 
seven  forty-acre  tracts  of  timber  which  he  had  bought 
with  the  Si, 500  remaining  to  him  after  he  had  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  How  he  had  earned 
that  money  is  another  story  which  we  shall  come  to 
later.  It  was  near  Jeffries  that  he  did  locate  the  timber 
which  lie  later  sold  at  a  profit,  his  first  independent  ven¬ 
ture  in  the  lumber  business. 

Further  on,  at  Dudley,  we  passed  an  old,  but  well 
preserved  log  building  which  was  pointed  out  as  having 
been  formerly  a  roadside  tavern  where  loggers  and  others 
on  the  way  north  could  spend  the  night.  On  that  same 
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trip  he  had  spent  the  night  there,  with  its  rude  entertain¬ 
ment  of  that  day. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  came  into  the  old  public 
square  of  Stevens  Point,  passing  several  old  stone  build¬ 
ings  which  had  been  standing  in  Father  Brown’s  boy- 
hood  days,  the  jail  building  a  notable  example,  and  not 
so  much  used  now  as  in  the  days  of  the  Curran  boys. 
The  square  itself  has  an  old-world  atmosphere,  sur¬ 
rounded  as  it  is  by  low  two-story  buildings  of  consider- 
able  age.  Here  in  1857,  the  farmers  and  others  brought 
their  produce  and  wares  for  sale,  and  here  today  they 
do  so  still. 

After  establishing  ourselves  at  the  Hotel  Whiting,  a 
very  modern  hostelry,  we  set  out  to  see  something  of  the 
city,  before  darkness  should  come.  And  how  easy  it 
was  for  Father  Brown  to  locate  the  house  to  which  he 
had  brought  his  bride  in  December,  1877.  It  was  then 
as  comfortable  a  home  as  was  to  be  found  in  town  and 
the  bride’s  father  had  considerable  satisfaction  in  know¬ 
ing  that  his  son-in-law  had  built  the  house  especially  for 
the  bride.  The  house  today  has  two  stories  instead  of 
one  and  has  had  a  different  sort  of  front  porch  added,  as 
well  as  some  interior  changes,  but  the  first  floor  bay- 
window  is  an  unchanged  item  which  first  illumined  the 
recollection  of  the  bride  as  she  saw  it  this  day.  The  front 
room  on  the  right  was  the  guest  room  and  here  Aunt 
Jessie  well  remembered  visiting.  The  trees  which  appear 
in  the  picture  1  took  were  planted  by  the  bridegroom  in 
anticipation  of  the  coming  of  his  bride.  After  his  day’s 
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work  was  done  he  tended  the  trees  and  not  infrequently* 
carried  as  many  as  one  hundred  pails  of  water  an  evening 
to  quench  their  young  thirst.  1  he  house  is  now  used  as 
the  Stevens  Point  Conservatory  of  Music. 

One  other  point  of  interest  we  saw  that  day,  was  the 
site  of  the  home  where  Father  Brown  lived  with  his 
father’s  family  after  moving  in  from  the  farm.  Grand- 
father,  Edward  Dexter  Brown,  had  the  entire  block  now 
occupied  by  the  Stevens  Point  State  Normal.  School.  1  he 
house  itself  has  long  since  been  broken  up  and  taken 
away.  Its  exact  site,  however,  could  be  easily  located  by 
an  open  space  among  the  trees  and,  in  addition,  by  a 
juniper  tree,  the  smallest  tree,  which  Father  Brown 
planted  himself  and  which  stood  near  the  old  well.  Lpon 
a  nail  driven  into  this  tree,  the  water  cup  used  to  be  hung, 
ready  for  the  thirsty.  The  house,  of  course,  was  to  the 
left  of  the  tree.  It  faced  the  south.  Not  only  the  juniper 
tree  but  all  the  large  trees  now  standing  along  the  street 
in  front  of  the  school  were  planted  by  Grandfather 
Edward  Dexter  Brown. 

Not  until  the  following  day,  which  was  Sunday, 
could  we  pursue  our  pilgrimage  further,  but  after  a 
timely  breakfast  we  set  out  again  with  renewed  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  came  first  to  the  site  of  the  old  farm  house  and 
sawmill  which  Grandfather  Brown  built  on  the  bank  of 
the  Plover  River  about  two  miles  east  of  town.  No 
trace  of  the  house  itself  could  be  found,  but  the  site  was 
pointed  out  by  Father  Brown  as  being  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road  and  about  a  hundred  yards  west  of  the  present 
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Stevens  Point  A\  ater  Works  plant  which  is  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  highway.  At  the  point  located,  the  land  is 
shghth  higher  than  the  marsh  ground  to  the  east  of  it. 
J  his  was  the  first  place  where  Grandfather  Edward  Dex- 
tei  Biown  settled  when  he  came  to  Stevens  Point  in  the 
summei  ot  1857.  1 hack  (north)  of  the  house  site  was 
a  sandy  side  hill  where  Father  Brown  remembers  playino* 
when  a  boy  of  six,  a  happy  place  for  a  little  boy  to  play; 
thcie  was  lots  of  sand  and  much  shade  nearby  under  the 
pines  and  oaks  and  maples. 

1  o  the  eastward  of  the  house  site,  then,  stood  the 
sawmill,  built  by  Edward  Dexter  Brown  in  1857.  For  a 
flood  basin  to  float  the  logs  up  to  the  mill,  he  built  a 
dike  as  w  ell,  and  it  may  be  seen  as  the  higher,  open 
ground.  I  took  a  picture  looking  northwest  aloncr  the 
top  of  the  dike  and  toward  the  grove  m  which  the  boy¬ 
hood  sand  bank  was  located.  There  it  was  that  we  came 
upon  a  man  who  used  to  work  for  Edward  Dexter  Browm 
at  the  mill  when  young  and  who  was  now  doing  day 
lab 01  on  the  load.  W  c  came  upon  him  by  chance  "when 
Dorothy  sought  someone  with  a  shovel  to  dig  up  wild 
flow  ei  plants  to  take  home  as  mementoes.  In  the  extreme 
background  to  the  left  is  the  old  mill  site,  located  on 
somewhat  higher  ground  and  directly  north  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  new  concrete  highway  bridge  over  the  Plover  River. 
At  this  sawmill,  the  Jogs  which  had  floated  down  from 
above,  were  cut  into  lumber  and  then  made  into  rafts 
which  were  put  in  the  waters  of  the  Plover  River  right 
there  and  floated  down  to  the  Wisconsin,  five  miles 
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below,  and  so  on  in  fleets  down  the  Wisconsin  River  to 
the  Mississippi  to  rite  markets,  for  until  1873,  when  the 
railway  came  to  Stevens  Point,  this  was  the  onlv  wav  to 
get  the  lumber  to  market.  Father  Brown  told  me  of  lvav- 
ing  taken  these  rafts  down  the  river  on  such  journeys. 
1  questioned  him  in  great  detail  and  put  down  the  answers 
promptly  and  this  is  what  he  told  me: 


Lumblr  Rafting  on  the  Wiscoxson 


It  was  a  long  way  down  the  river  from  Stevens  Point 
to  the  Mississippi,  probably  330  miles,  and  on  the  way 
we  went  over  many  stretches  of  river  rapids  and 
through  the  flood  gates  of  many  dams.  Our  rafts,  there¬ 
fore,  had  to  be  made  in  sections  which  would  be  easily 
separated  when  a  narrow  channel  was  encountered.  So 
the  unit  of  the  raft  was  the  “Wiscons  crib"  which  we 
built  up  in  the  following  way.  Three  planks  two  inches 
thick,  ten  inches  wide  and  sixteen  feet  long  were  laid 
down  parallel  to  each  other  and  the  outer  ones  laid  with 
their  outer  edges  sixteen  feet  apart  and  the  center  plank 
midway  between  the  other  two.  This  of  course,  made  a 
sixteen  foot  square.  Midway  between  the  ends  of  each 
plank  we  bored  a  set  of  three  holes  in  a  row  across  the 
plank.  About  ten  inches  from  each  end  of  each  plank 
we  bored  additional  sets  of  three  holes  in  a  row',  all  the 
holes  being  two  inches  in  diameter.  We  then  pushed 
upward  from  the  bottom  through  each  hole  w  hat  we 
called  a  “grub.”  This  was  an  oak  stick  two  inches  in 
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diameter  and  three  feet  long  which  had  a  natural  right- 
angled  turn  at  one  end.  This  crook  was  placed  at  the 
bottom  end  and  was  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  stick 
from  coming  up  entirely  through  the  hole.  Some  men 
made  a  business  of  “grubbing  out”  these  grubs  for  the 
lumber  rafts,  for  they  had  to  be  carefully  trimmed  so  as 
to  go  through  the  two-inch  holes  and  yet  fit  snugly. 

op  J  o  / 

Part  of  the  time  we  got  our  own  grubs  from  the  woods, 
for  the  right  angled  turn  was  simply  the  place  where 
the  root  of  the  small  oak  turned  into  the  ground. 

After  these  nine  grubs  had  been  driven  up  through 
the  nine  holes  in  each  plank,  the  three  planks  were 
fastened  together  with  three  “grub  pieces”  laid  at  right 
angles  to  the  base  planks.  I  he  grub  pieces  were  two  by 
ten  inch  planks  sixteen  feet  long  and  had  holes  at  each 
end  and  at  the  middle,  two  inches  in  diameter  so  that 
they  could  be  slipped  down  over  the  grubs  which  pro¬ 
jected  up  through  the  lower  planks.  In  order  to  hold  the 
grub  pieces  tightly  to  the  planks  below,  a  notch  or  gouge 
was  cut  in  each  grub  at  the  point  where  it  went  through 
the  grub  piece  and  a  wedge  was  then  driven  down  be¬ 
tween  the  grub  and  the  grub  piece.  Before  the  wedge  was 
finally  driven  home,  the  lower  plank  and  the  upper  plank 
or  grub  piece  had  to  be  drawn  tightly  together  and  this 
was  done  by  use  of  a  simple  winch  consisting  of  an  iron 
ring  attached  to  the  end  of  a  stall  or  handle  three  or  four 
feet  long.  I  lie  iron  ring,  just  large  enough  to  encircle 
the  grub,  was  slipped  down  over  it  and  if  both  sides  of 
the  ring  were  not  level  when  this  was  done,  the  ring 
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would  bind  on  the  grub.  1  his  binding  principle  was  the 
one  which  made  the  winch  effective,  for  when  the  ring 
was  quite  down  on  the  grub,  a  block  was  placed  under 
the  handle  near  the  grub  and  then  the  outer  end  of  the 
handle  was  pressed  down.  Of  course  the  ring  bound  on 
the  grub  and  gripped  it  very  tightly,  pulling  it  upward 
while  at  the  same  time  the  block  under  the  handle  was 
pressing  downward  with  equal  force  upon  the  grub 
piece.  The  consequence  was  that  the  lower  plank  and 
the  one  inch  thick  “grub  piece”  were  drawn  together 
very  tightly  and  then  they  were  held  there  by  the  wedge 
driven  in.  When  the  three  grub  pieces  were  fastened  to 
the  three  lower  planks,  we  then  had  a  firm  framework 
sixteen  feet  square  with  27  grubs  sticking  upward  from 
it  to  a  height  of  about  three  feet. 

Upon  this  firm  framework,  then,  we  built  up  the 
raft  of  lumber  by  laying  down  a  layer  of  lumber  trans- 
verscly.  Upon  the  first  layer  we  laid  a  second  layer  with 
the  pieces  at  right  angles  to  those  in  the  first  layer.  Thus 
each  layer  was  laid  at  right  angles  to  the  layer  below'  it 
so  that  a  firm  pile  was  built  up.  The  height  to  which  we 
built  it  varied  according  to  the  condition  of  water  in 
the  river.  In  times  of  high  water  we  could  build  it  to  a 
height  of  two  feet  and  at  other  times  not  more  than 
fourteen  inches.  1  laving  built  our  pile  to  the  right  height, 
we  prepared  three  other  one-inch  boards  called  “winch 
pieces”  exactly  like  the  grub  pieces,  and  slipped  these 
winch  pieces  down  over  the  projecting  grubs.  By  the 
use  of  the  same  winch,  the  winch  pieces  were  pressed 
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firmly  down,  binding  the  lumber  pile  tightly  and  then 
held  there  by  wedges  similar  to  the  lower  wedges.  This, 
then  completed  the  unit  of  the  raft  and  was"  called  a 
UY\  iscons  crib.”  It  was  a  firmlv  built  craft  and,  indeed, 
had  to  be  in  order  to  stand  the  handling  it  would  have 
to  go  through  before  it  reached  its  destination. 

Seven  of  these  YV  iscons  cribs  put  together,  end  to  end. 
constituted  a  “Rapids  Piece.”  I  o  hold  them  together,  a 
sixteen  foot  plank  was  slipped  down  over  the  grubs  of 
one  crib  and  the  nearest  grubs  of  the  next,  three  such 
planks  being  necessary  to  hold  one  crib  to  the  next,  and 
two  inch  holes  having,  of  course,  been  bored  in  these 
connecting  planks,  for  the  grubs  to  go  through. 

At  the  front  end  of  the  foremost  crib  in  the  rapids 
piece  was  placed  a  “head  block.”  This  was  a  beam  six 
by  twelve  inches  square  and  sixteen  feet  long.  It  was 
laid  across  the  front  edge  of  the  crib  and  held  in  place 
by  the  grubs  which  projected  up  through  holes  bored  in 
it  at  proper  intervals.  It  was  set  on  edge  and  wedged  as 
the  grub  pieces  and  the  winch  pieces  had  been.  If  the 
grub  pieces  then  projected  up  above  this  head  block, 
they  were  usually  sawed  off  even  with  the  upper  surface. 
A  similar  beam  called  a  “rear  block”  was  placed  at  the 
rear  end  of  the  rapids  piece. 

In  order  to  give  the  raft  greater  speed,  the  front  end 
of  the  front  crib  in  each  rapids  piece  was  raised  about 
six  inches  higher  than  the  rear  end  of  that  crib.  In  order 
to  do  this  a  simple  but  ingenious  scheme  was  employed. 
A  couple  of  stout  poles  were  stuck  into  slots  cut  in  the 
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underside  of  the  head  block.  Towards  the  rear  of  the  first 
crib  was  placed  a  heavy  block  over  which,  as  a  fulcrum, 
the  poles  were  laid.  The  rear  ends  of  these  poles  were 
then  pressed  down  as  levers  and  then  held  down  by  a 
strip  of  lumber  fastened  at  the  front  end  of  the  second 
crib.  The  weight  of  the  second  crib  was  sufficient  to  hold 
down  these  poles  and  thus  hold  up  the  front  end  of  the 
front  crib. 

The  next  problem  was  that  of  oars.  At  the  middle  of 
the  head  block  a  two  inch  hole  was  bored  vertically  and 
into  it  a  wooden  pin  was  driven.  A  hole  slightly  larger 
than  two  inches  was  bored  in  the  oar  handle  or  stem 
and  the  oar  slipped  down  over  the  pin  where  it  had  free 
play.  Two  oars  were  furnished  lor  each  rapids  piece, 
one  at  the  front  and  one  at  the  rear,  for  the  rapids  piece 
was  the  unit  which  most  frequently  went  through  the 
rapids  and  dams  as  a  self  sufficient  craft.  The  oar  itself 
was  a  ponderous  thing,  but  was  so  balanced  on  its  pin 
that  it  could  be  handled  by  one  man.  The  stem  of  the 
oar,  including  the  handle,  was  thirty  feet  long,  made 
from  the  trunk  of  a  tree  about  twelve  inches  in  diameter 
and  shaved  down  at  the  handle  end  to  a  diameter  to  per¬ 
mit  the  hands  to  grasp  it.  The  handle  generally  extended 
up  the  stem  perhaps  four  feet  so  as  to  permit  more  than 
one  man  to  take  hold  when  necessary.  Into  the  outer  end 
of  the  stem  was  set  the  oar  blade  which  was  a  plank  a 
foot  wide  at  the  outer  end  and  sixteen  feet  lony.  It  was 
set  into  the  stem  about  four  feet.  1  he  entire  oar  when 
put  together  then  had  a  length  of  forty-two  feet. 
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One  more  important  item  must  be  mentioned  in  the 
equipment  of  each  rapids  piece,  and  that  was  the  “sucker 
line.  It  w  as  a  stout  rope  running-  down  the  rapids  piece 
from  end  to  end  and  securely  fastened.  When  the  rapids 
piece  was  lushing  thiough  the  rapids  with  the  water 
boiling  all  about  and  surging  over  the  raft  or  w'as  plung¬ 
ing  Iike  a  tace  horse  through  the  open  flood  gates  oTa 
dam,  men  were  washed  off  the  surface  like  flies  unless 
they  had  a  sucker  line  to  grasp. 

1  he  most  dangerous  point  on  the  river  was  at  Mosi- 
nee  where  there  was  a  stretch  of  bad  rapids  and  the  two 
projecting  rocks  called  “The  Locker”  between  which 
the  rafts  had  to  navigate.  “I  remember  one  occasion,” 
said  Father  Brown,  “when  there  were  fully  a  hundred 
and  fifty  rafts  tied  up  there  waiting  for  the  water  to 
reach  a  safe  stage.” 

There  was  a  dam  also  at  Mosinee  with  a  fall  of  thirtv- 
fl\  e  feet,  and  when  the  flood  gates  wxtc  opened  to  per- 
nnt  the  passage  of  the  lapids  piece,  how  the  water  rushed 
through.  It  was  a  thrilling  ride,  and  when  the  raft  struck 
the  river  below  the  dam  it  would  dive  completely  under 
water  from  the  momentum  of  the  plunge.  Then  it  was 
that  the  raftsmen  had  to  grab  the  sucker  line  and  hold 
on  for  dear  life  till  the  raft  came  up.  As  many  as  thirty- 
five  men  have  been  drowned  at  this  point  in  one  season’s 
rafting,  and  one  raft  lost  seven  men  at  the  same  time. 
This  rafting  business  was  not  a  humdrum  occupation. 


you  see. 

Another  thrilling  bit  of  water 


w  as  at  Grand  Rapids. 
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In  taking  a  rapids  piece  through  the  rapids  there,  when 
the  water  was  high,  one  end  caught  on  a  rock  and  hung 
there  long  enough  for  the  river  to  wash  completely  over 
us,  sweeping  of?  all  our  supplies,  this  being;  the  rapids 
piece  on  which  the  supplies  for  the  whole  fleet  were 
carried.  \Yc  saved  ourselves  only  by  grasping  the  sucker 
line.  Later  we  salvaged  some  of  the  food  supply  prin¬ 
cipally  the  flour  which  was  carried  in  barrels.  .Most  of 
the  time  the  rafts  floated  along  calmly.” 

“I  have  described  the  raft  only  so  far  as  the  rapids 
piece.  T  he  raft  itself  properly  called,  was  composed  of 
three  rapids  pieces  placed  side  by  side  and  fastened  to¬ 
gether  by  planks  fitted  down  over  the  adjacent  grubs 
in  the  same  way  as  the  cribs  were  fastened  together  into 
rapids  pieces.  Most  of  the  time  the  lumber  traveled  in 
rafts  consisting  of  twenty-one  cribs  and  measuring  about 
100,000  feet  of  lumber.  A  fleet  consisted  of  any  number 
of  rafts  handled  by  the  same  concern.  I  went  down  the 
river  once  with  a  fleet  of  eleven  rafts  which  Father  was 
sending  to  market.  When  we  came  to  a  dam  or  a  narrow 
stretch  of  river  it  was  a  simple  matter  to  raise  the  planks 
and  separate  the  raft  into  three  rapids  pieces,  or  at  times 
even  divide  it  into  cribs.” 

“It  took  two  men  to  handle  a  raft  and  a  fleet  would 
therefore  employ  quite  a  little  company.  A  pilot  was 
employed  for  the  licet.  One  of  the  rafts  was  used  for  the 
commissary  and  on  it  the  food  was  stored  and  the  cook¬ 
ing  done.  It  was  good  food,  too,  which  we  served  the 
men  on  these  trips.  On  this  particular  trip  just  mentioned, 
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when  I  was  acting  as  “boatman”  for  the  purpose  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  rafts  of  the  fleet  in  communication  with  each 
other  with  my  row  boat  and  purchasing  supplies,  1 
stopped  at  a  little  place  and  bought  one  hundred  dozen 
eggs  at  five  cents  per  dozen.” 

“  1  he  trip  down  from  Stevens  Point  to.  Prairie  du 
Chien,  where  the  Wisconsin  enters  the  Mississippi  would 
normally  consume  three  weeks  of  floating.  At  intervals 
one  of  the  rafts  would  go  aground  and  then  the  other 
rafts  would  help  get  it  off.  One  familiar  device  for  pull¬ 
ing  ofT  a  grounded  raft  was  for  one  of  the  other  rafts 
to  float  by  and  as  it  passed,  a  rope  was  fastened  from  the 
floating  raft  to  the  one  on  the  sand  bar.  A  large  raft 
would  attain  tremendous  velocity  or  rather  momentum 
and  in  very  many  cases  the  jerk  of  the  floating  raft  would 
be  enough  to  pull  off  its  grounded  fellow*.  In  other  cases 
it  was  necessary  to  take  the  raft  more  or  less  apart  to 
get  it  off.” 

“We  floated  from  earliest  daylight  to  latest  dusk  and 
in  many  cases,  where  the  river  was  plain  and  safe,  even 
floated  during  the  night.  Generally  we  tied  up  to  the 
shore  for  the  night,  and  then  the  whole  crew  of  the 
entire  fleet  Would  gather  about  the  fire  and  talk  and  tell 
stories  before  they  slept.” 

“if  we  could  market  the  lumber  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
we  did,  and  if  not,  we  took  it  down  further,  even  as 
far  as  Sr.  Louis.  And  after  all  the  work  that  had  been 
done  and  the  risk  run,  the  lumber  would  bring  abour 
$10  per  thousand  feet.  Would  you  think,  to  look  at  this 
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piece  of  bare  ground,  now,  the  mill  site,  that  it  was  the 
starting  point  of  such  expeditions  as  this?" 

★  k  k 

Such  was  the  marketing  problem  of  Grandfather 
Edward  Dexter  Brown  in  those  days  and  to  look  at  the 
spot  now,  beside  the  quiet  little  stream,  the  Plover,  it 
is  indeed  difficult  to  imagine  the  adventurous  argosies 
that  left  here  sixty  years  ago. 

1  he  house  near  the  mill  was  Father  Brown's  home  for 
about  four  years,  and  then  the  family  bought  a  farm 
ten  miles  east  and  south  of  Stevens  Point  and  moved 
there  to  live,  while  Grandfather  Brown  still  conducted 
the  business  of  the  sawmill.  It  was  to  this  farm  that  we 
next  made  our  way.  Here  we  found  the  buildings  in  ex- 
cellent  condition  and  externally  the  same  as  when  Father 
Brown  lived  there.  The  house  has  been  changed  some- 

Cl 

what  inside  and  the  fireplace,  unfortunately  taken  out. 
The  barn  is  the  same  except  for  the  addition  of  a  silo. 
At  the  extreme  rear  of  the  house  and  woodshed  the  old 
stone  smoke-house  still  stands  in  its  original  condition. 
1  he  milk  house  shown  as  a  detached  building  is  still  in 
use  as  such. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  building  on  the  place 
is  the  old  hop  house.  1  he  pointed  roof  was  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  giving  draft  and  drawing  off  the  moisture  of  the 
drying  hops.  \\  hen  first  picked  they  were  spread  twelve 
inches  deep  on  canvas  sheets  spread  on  the  second  floor 
rafters  and  a  large  stove  kept  fired  on  the  floor  beneath. 
In  forty-eight  hours  a  batch  of  hops  would  be  dry  and 
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would  then  be  done  up  in  100  pound  bales  for  shipment, 
and  another  batch  would  be  put  to  dry. 

In  this  picture  also,  appears  a  large  walnut  tree.  This 
Mas  planted  from  a  seed  by  Father  Brown’s  Uncle  Ever¬ 
ett  Biown,  upon  a  visit  which  he  made  to  the  farm. 

The  old  hop  house  is  intimately  connected  with 
l  ather  Brown’s  education  because  it  was  his  profit  from 
hops  which  put  him  through  college.  He  tells  about  it 
and  other  adventures  in  this  way. 

Ruxxixg  the  Farm 

hen  I  w  as  fourteen  and  my  brother  Anderson 
was  between  fifteen  and  sixteen,  father  was  so  busy  in 
the  lumber  business  that  he  could  not  take  care  of"  the 
farm.  He  therefore  rented  it  to  us  boys,  the  tw^o  of  us, 
on  shares,  half  to  us  and  half  to  him.  It  was  a  320  acre 
farm  with  about  200  acres  under  cultivation,  and  we 
took  full  charge,  hiring  the  help  and  doing  everything 
else.  We  kept  it  for  three  years  and  during  that  time 
not  only  cultivated  the  tillable  land,  but  broke  an  addi¬ 
tional  ten  acies  each  year.  Alost  of  the  farm  was  put 
into  varied  crops,  but  wc-  had  a  hop  yard  of  ten  acres 
each  ycai  which  was  very  successful.  One  year  we  made 
$3,000  when  the  price  of  hops  was  34  cents  per  pound. 
The  following  year  the  price  was  lower  and  Anderson 
and  I  wanted  to  sell  for  35  cents  but  Father  thought  that 
was  too  low.  We  were  so  insistent  that  lie  finally  said 
he  would  buy  our  share  for  35  cents  per  pound.  We  sold 
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to  him  and  the  price  went  down  instead  of  up  so  that 
after  holding  the  hops  for  a  year  he  got  seven  cents  a 
pound  for  them. 

At  the  end  of  our  three  years  tenancy  I  had  a  nice 
sum  amounting  to  $2,800  saved  for  my  education.  We 
then  moved  into  town  and  located  at  the  place  where 
the  State  Normal  School  is  now  situated.  I  went  one 
}  eai  to  the  Spencerian  Business  College  at  Alilwaukee 
and  the  following  year  to  the  Academy  at  Lawrence 
University  and  then  the  year  after  that  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin. 

It  was  while  the  family  was  living  at  the  farm  ten 
miles  from  Stevens  Point  that  father  had  some  litigation 

with  a  man  named - with  whom  he  had  had 

some  business  arrangement  which  I  do  not  recall.  When 
Fathei  came  west  m  1857  invested  $7,000  in  timber 

lands  and  it  was  in  this  connection  that  the  litigation 
arose. 

At  any  rate,  the  trial  was  to  be  held  at  the  then 
county  scat,  Plover,  some  days  hence,  but  owing  to  the 
fact  that  other  cases  which  were  expected  to  precede 
it  w  ere  settled  without  trial,  his  case  was  suddely  called 
for  trial,  and  one  August  day  he  learned  that  the  case 
would  be  heard  the  following  day  at  two  o’clock. 

bathers  attorney  was  Mr.  -  Raymond,  the 

fathei  of  the  present  Harry  Raymond  of  Rhinelander. 
*1  most  important  witness  father  had  was  thought  to 
be  working  at  some  place  about  twenty-five  miles  north 
of  Plover,  bather  said  to  me  “1  don’t  sec  any  other  way 
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than  that  you’ll  have  to  go  for  Mr _ I  was 

then  twelve  years  old  and  readily  assented. 

M  e  were  then  in  town  at  Plover  and  father  got  a 
lunch  fixed  up  for  me  and  feed  stored  in  the  democrat 
wagon  for  the  team  of  horses  I  was  to  drive  and  so  I 
set  out  on  my  errand  that  same  afternoon. 

1  had  a  steady  marc  teamed  up  with  a  young  and 
half  broken  colt,  but  all  went  well  enough  for  about 
t\\  cnt\  miles.  In  those  days  the  roads  were  scarcely  more 
than  paths  cleared  through  the  woods  and  after  a  time  I 
came  to  a  place  where  a  large  tree  Had  blown  down 
.  acioss  the  roadway,  making  it  entirely  impassable.  I  was 
in  a  great  quandary,  but  after  thinking  about  it  a  while, 
I  decided  to  try  to  lead  the  team  around  the  obstruction 
by  going  into  the  woods,  dodging  trees,  if  possible.  I 
started  doing  this  when  the  young  colt  which  was  restive 
and  not  easy  to  lead,  rammed  the  pole  of  the  wagon 
against  a  tree  and  split  it  so  badly  that  it  could  not  go 
on  in  that  condition.  I  hen  1  did  feel  pretty  discouraged. 

I  unhitched  the  team  and  tied  the  horses  to  trees  and 
then  began  to  tr\  to  mend  the  pole  by  tying  it  together 
with  straps,  but  this  was  rather  a  hopeless  business. 

It  was  while  I  was  at  work  on  this  that  I  heard  a 
hunter  coming  along  the  road.  I  called  to  him  and  he 
turned  out  to  be  a  man  named  John  Norton,  known  to 
the  family.  Seeing  a  boy  of  twelve  in  this  predicament, 
he  was  at  once  glad  to  help  me. 

lie  guided  me  to  an  abandoned  logging  camp  and 
left  me  there  while  he  went  on  to  find  the  witness  whom 


68 


of  Stevens  Point  and  Rhinelander 

he  had  by  chance  seen  working  in  a  hay  field  the  day 
before.  So  I  was  left  alone  in  the  logging  camp  for  the 
night. 

The  camp  was  in  disrepair,  with  the  windows  en¬ 
tirely  out,  but  I  led  the  horses  inside  and  went  in  myself 
and,  after  feeding  the  horses  and  eating  my  lunch,  I 
built  a  little  fire  and  settled  down  for  the  night. 

Sometime  later  in  the  evening-,  I  heard  far  off  the 
howl  of  wolves,  and  then  as  time  went  on  the  sound 
came  nearer  and  nearer  till  finally  the  animals  could  be 
heard  sniffing  all  about  the  outside  of  the  camp.  The 
colt  scented  them  first  and  began  to  get  very  restless, 
and  as  they  came  nearer  and  nearer  he  began  to  tug  and 
pull  in  the  utmost  terror.  I  went  to  him  and  took  hold 
of  the  bridle  and  stroked  his  neck  and  then  he  quieted 
down  somewhat.  1  hen  I  would  go  to  replenish  the  fire 
and  the  colt  would  get  frantic  again,  prancing  about 
and  even  trying  to  throw  himself.  The  wolves  prowled 
about  seemingly  not  more  than  a  rod  away,  kept  off 
only  by  the  firelight.  And  so  the  time  went  on  for  hours 
during  which  I  alternated  between  stroking  the  colt  and 
building  up  the  fire.  Far  along  in  the  night  the  wolves 
went  away,  discouraged,  but  I  got  no  sleep  the  rest  of 
the  night.  Next  morning  John  Norton  came  back  with 

the  witness  and  we  arrived  in  Plover  in  time  for  the  trial.” 

^  ★ 

The  far  m  across  the  road  from  Grandfather  Brown’s 
was  that  occupied  by  Wesley  Anderson,  his  brother-in- 
law,  but  we  did  not  stop  to  make  an  inspection  of  it. 
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Before  leavi ng  Stevens  Point,  we  visited  the  cemetery 
where  lie  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Brown  and 
many  of  the  Anderson  kin. 

And  so,  as  Sunday  afternoon  was  drawing  to  a  dose, 
we  started  back  to  the  new  home  town  whose  develop¬ 
ment  has  been  due  so  largely  to  Grandfather  Brown’s 
sons.  And  after  this  visit  we  understand  very  much  better 
the  background  of  industry  and  fortitude  from  which  the 
new  town  has  sprung. 
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